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W. COO PER, at Dvpuin, ; 


1 HAVE lately been obliged to 


make an unforeſeen journey into the 
North, which prevented my reaching 


this place before yeſterday ;---I loſe no 


time in acquainting you with the oo 
caſion of my jaunt, and its cone - 
quences. 3 
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2 The FarAL DzxczyTion. 


A letter from Patty hurried me 


down, her mother died ſuddenly, and 


and her imprudent conduct before 
death, (I may without injuring her 
memory ſay wickedneſs,) had invol- 


ved the poor girl in ſome diſagreeable 


perſecutions, from which ſhe wanted 


my advice to extricate her; —in ſhort, 


her mother had been baſe enough, 
to enter into treaty with a diſſolute 
man of fortune in the neighbour- 
hood, to obtain her daughter's acquie- 
ſcence, with ſome propoſals he had 
made her, and which ſhe had con- 
temptuouſly rejected. 


I have been lucky enough to diſ- 
ſipate her fears, and fixed her much 
to her inclination, as a boarder in the 
family of a reſpectable clergyman t-- 
he lives a ſufficient diſtance to ſecure 
her 


a—— 8 — * 


» | = bn  awy Page 


The Fatal Drezpriow-r. 3 


her from the reſentment, or future in- 


ſolence of a fellow, who (preſuming 


upon an affluent fortune,) is neither 
reſtrained in his purſuits, by decency 
or humanity ; -Patty's behaviour had 


been moſt exemplary, yet however pru- 
dent her conduct ; ſtrangers, hand- 


ſome ſtrangers, cannot eſcape envy and 
malevolence. 


She thinks no more of continuing 


a ſhop, a ſcheme that I from the firſt. 
diſapproved; but ſhe was determined 
upon it from the worthieſt motive; 
the proſpect of ſupporting herſelf, in 
a little time, without making uſe of 


the ſettlement 1 had made her, which 


the could not help receiving with 


regret, as it appeared to her, the 
wages of iniquity and imprudence. 
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was her anſwer : 4: 


4 The FATAL CAPTION, 
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Tou will 8 me l am ſure 
that not converted by the j\ſtnefs of 
her ſentiments, and actuated by a re- 
vived affection; I dared to propoſe her 
return to me! uſed all the rhetoric 1 
was maſter of, and offered her unli- 
mited conditions, but f in vain! what 
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« Mr. Eeaifertee. you cannot 
« doubt my love, ſince to that fa- 
* tal paſſion, I facrificed every thing 


924 4 woman ought to hold dear, — 


* did I love you leſs, I ſhould | per- 
ce haps reflect with leſs ſcverity, upon 
cc myſelf; but our conncction Is at 


| we an end. — 


— 


— 


« Leave me 4 conjure you, in the 
ec « hopes of attaining the peace of 
mind, 1 have ſo long loſt,—be 
4 compalſion- 
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« compaſſionate, and tempt me not 


to the repetition of an offence, 


which will imbitter every hour of my 
life. 


5 17 Young, inexperienced, and fond 


; of you to diſtraction, I liſtened, and 


in a fatal, weak moment, ſurren- 


 dered myſelf to your arms, — I was 
more fortunate than my prudence 
: deferved, I found you tender, and 
|  generous— 


while your paſſion 
was yet violent, —at a time when 
my whole ſoul could admit of 
no other object than yourſelf, —- 
prompted by virtue and reaſon, I 
urged a ſeparation, — what, notwith- 
ſtanding the juſtneſs of my mo- 
tives has not that ſeparation coſt 


me !—renew not my dear Mr, Fea- 
 therſtone, conflicts in my boſom, 
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6 The Fartar DEcEPTION. 


| '< which I can ill ſupport, I revere 


“ virtue! though I have been unfor- 
“ tunately tempted, to lwerve from 
= 107 rules.” | 


What could I anſwer ?—overcome 


by the powerfulneſs of her reaſons, 


1 defiſted, and promiſed never to of- 
fend her, by any future ſolicitations 


to her difhonour.— But 1 will tell 
you all my weakneſs, —penetrated by 


the nobleneſs of her principles, — her 


tenderneſs for me, the author of her 
diſquiet ! I intreated her to yield me 


her hand, and receive me as her huſ- 


band,—ſhe was at firſt ſurpriſed, and 
- confounded : but in an inſtant recol- 
lected herſelf, and . e 
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« I Will 
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I éwill not deny. ſaid ſhe, that 
«your. generoſity tranſports me! I 
have the utmoſt ſatisfaction, in hear- 
ing your propoſal as it confirms me 
of your good opinion, —had you 
&« deceived me with the . promiſe of 
making me your wife; I would 
not heſitate a moment in accept- 
ing it now as, you. would then 
„have been the party blamable, 
+ —but I was in love, I thought 
of no terms, and weakly, impru- 
& dently ſubmitted to our mutual paſ- 


0 


A few years hence, you will re- 
* flect upon your preſent offer, very 
« differently; and thank me for re- 
e fuſing you a wife, whoſe conduct 
has been fo reproachable” | 
| Bs. I was 


— 


L The Farar Dœrriox. 
- I was obliged to ſubmit to her 


determination.—ſhe ſeemed however 
happier, from the ſtrong inſtance I 
had given her, of my regard and 
eſteem : and parted with more com- 


poſure then I could have expected z 


but a compoſure that I am aſſured 


the was inſpired with, from reflections 
on the juſtneſs of her conduct. 


I am this minute ſetting out with 
Lambert, upon an excurſion into Berk - 
ſhire ; from which place, you may a- 
gain expect to hear, from your ſincere 


J. FEATHERSTONE; 


From 
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From the ſame, to the ſa ne. 


Stretton Green; 


Yo U R Louiſa is moſt worthy 
your regard.— doubt not her conſtan- 


cy or reſolution. — Morden ſhall not 
be allowed to divide your mutual 
affection Lord Wilton may appear 
unaccountable, but he does not want 
diſcernment, Lambert and I are ſin- 
cerely devoted to you, and expect e- 
var thing from time, and our eng 

B 5 8 dea- 
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deavours to ſerve you, Stretton-Green 


with proper management, might be 


made a tereſtrial paradiſe.— indeed na- 
ture has already done ſo much, there 
is little occaſion for Brown's capability 
I am not very great at the de- 
{criptive,. but as there is at preſent 
no better painter, you muſt be ſatiſ- 
fied with my ſketch of it. 


The houſe is large, the rooms, (tho' 
not modern,) ſpacious, and magniſi- 
cent - the offices remarkably conve- 
nient, conſiſting of two wings, joined 
by colonades to the body of the build- 
ing: —If any fault can be found with 
it, tis being upon too large a ſcale for 
the eſtate; tho? I find that is about 
three thouſand a year! nothing can 
exceed its ſituation, or the beauty of 
the country round it: —it ſtands high- 
f = 
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er then one would expect from the 
approach, which is by a very long, 
but ſcarce perceptable aſcent. 


There is every way an extenſive 
proſpect. except on the, north eaſt 

fide; from whence it is ſheltered by 

a large hill, conſiſting of near two 
hundred acres of —_—_ land; well 

grown with excellent timber, fit for 
the ax: which by the bye, I hope 
our friend will not be under the ne- 
ceſſity of applying, theſe many years; 
except where age makes it proper, 
there has been walks cuts in many 
parts of it, but long diſuſed, and 
now very much grown up, - but Lam- 
bert is pleaſed with the gloomineſs 


f them again put in order, and freſh» 
/ ones wad ov at ſo as to make the | 
: whole more convenient.. Ne: 
| RG _ 
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He has already plan'd Temples, and 
kermitages; and means to furniſh 
them, with a proper collection of 


ſtatues, buſts, inſcriptions &c.—he has 
fixed upon a particular ſpot, where 


he means to dedicate a gut yy 


folitude—another to CP”? 


The ſituations he has pitched upon 
are admirably adapted to the de- 


ſign, — but I confeſs myſelf more plea- 
Ted, with the convenience of his ſtables 


and dog kennels, the ſpaciouſneſs of 


his park and gardens, the coolneſs of 
the cellar, and plenty of his larder ; 
"theſe are eſſentials, whatever the con- 
-noiſeurs may pretend, that cannot be 
g difpenccd with : a well furniſhed kitch- 
in, 1 is as neceſſary for the ſupport of 
the body, as a well ſtored library 
15 or the inſtruction of the mind. 


Lam- 
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Lambert when his attention is not 
employed in buſineſs, is for ever wrapt 
in thought; often ſnuns my company 


and retires to his favourite ſcheme 


in the wood, —at night, when of ne- 


ceſſity he cannot well avoid me, I 


ſtart ſubjects to engage him in con- 
verſation, which he takes the firſt 


opportunity to drop: 


In ſhort, I never ſaw fo great an 
alteration, in any human being; to 


what can it be owing, I frequently put 


the queſtion | his anſwer is © nothing; 
« your preſen tinclination prompts - 
« you to company and ſociety, mine 


to reflection and contemplation !“ JI 
ſometimes tell him he is in love, he 
makes his head,—* He has ſuffered 


« too much already, by the effects of 
<« that paſſion in others; not to dread 
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che conſequence in himſelf.— He de- 


dlines all advances from the gentle- 


men in the neighbourhaod, though I 


have not been wanting on my part 
to ſecond their ſolicitations: —I muſt 
run away from him myſelf, leſt I 


be infected with the ſame diſeaſe ! 


-Afte r 1 with rap to — 
on the unkindneſs of his behaviour to. 


me; I have prevailed upon him at. 


length, 10 ſubmit 1 ſhould ſend cards 
of invitation, to the gentlemen to dine 


with us to-morrow. 


His wounds are now near well, 


his conſtitution much mended, and 
could I perſuade him to take field ex- 


erciſe; I am ſure it would confirm 
his health, and mend his ſpirits. 


Wilſon ” 


The FarAL DECEPTION. T5; 


Wilſon is expected here from town 
every day; Lambert having al- 
tered his former intentions, now pur- 
poſes to make him his agent and com- 
panion; and to give a ſalary of 
three hundred a year. — ETwiſn he 
was come, as he is attached to Lam- 
bert, and I am told has a great flow 


of ſpirits, ſome e and much. 


sene wolener⸗ 


— 


Strange, that a man with Lamberr's: 
proſpects in life, beloved by his friends 


and revered. by his dependants, will 


not be happy = -that he is not ſo, is 
manifeſt to me. But if we have 


not all a ſhare of real, we uſually 


eontrive to ſubſtitute a ſufficient quan- 
tity of imaginary evils; the differ- 
ence of which is immaterial. 
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However I think it a duty we owe to 


a kind providence, and to our own 


quiet, to attend as much as poſſible 
to the bright ſide of our condition ; 


and thoſe evils which cannot be avoid- 


ed, ſubmitted to with reſignation. 


If your rattling friend continues 
long here, expect to find him an abſo- 
lute ſtoic :---I wiſh Wilſon come, 
that I may be at liberty to peep at 
the metropolis ;---I cannot quit I. am- 
bert under his preſent dejection, 
and if I am not ſpeedily relieved, 1 


ſhall be quite moped. 


Tomorrow's dinner I hope will give 
a briſter cirèulation to his blood, 
and make him a livelier e eee N 


to dear Win,“ $17 | 4 * wet 
+ your moſt affectionate 


JOHN FEATHERSTONE. 
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Lady LOUISA WILTON, , 


: he: 
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* OU have made Featherſtone's- 
peace and I am ſatisfied ;—ſhall I be 
fincere Louiſa, I feared ſome amour. 
<« Is it fo Eliza? Very true Louiſa, 
I told you in a former letter I did not 
diſlike him; and did you ever know _ 
| _—_ 
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inſincere? do not however ſuppoſe 

I am diſtractedly in love; — no, no, 
only a trifling penchant, which his 
tender enquiries (Mrs. Saucebox) gives 
him ſome ſmall right to expect. 


Love my dear Louiſa, in hearts like 
mine or Featherſtone's, never makes 
fuch a buſtle, as it has done in one 
that I have the honour to be a little 
acquainted with ;--mine, my dear, is a 
laughing, not a melancholly cupid. 
—I do not indeed expect ſuch very 
ſublime happineſs, as I fincerely hope 
will await my Louiſa in as the 
man of her base 


* 


The more extreme our a 
1 allow, the more exquifite is the feli- 
city, upon the attainment of our wiſhes, 
but though my feelings may be leſs 
ſuſ- 
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ſuſceptible of tender impreſſions, it 
is no cauſe Why happineſs deduced. 
from reaſon, ſhould not be equally 
permanent. N 


Happineſs fometimes too my dear 
Eliza, by extremity of ſentiment, 
dwindles into anxiety and diſquiet ;— 
ſentiment likewiſe may be too fine 
drawn ;—let not that be the caſe with 
my Louiſa. 


My mother repeats every vs be 
wiſhes that I may be addreſſed by 
a man of Featherſtone's character; 
ſhe ſays he is perſonable, good natured, 
lrvely and has a good eſtate.— Well, 
J do not contradict her, but what 
avails it? J am perhaps as indifferent 
to him, as he ſhall be to me in two 
months, if my mother ſhould be miſ- 
taken in her conjectures he inſiſts 
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upon it there is nothing but a little 
time wanting, to bring him to my feet. 


How will he wear his chains Louiſa ? 


like a gentle, tender, ſubmiſſive ſlave 


think you ?—I rather fancy he will be 


troubleſome in bonds, and require my 


utmoſt addreſs to bring him under 


command ;—like an angler 1 muſt 
humour his waywardneſs, till he is 
fairly reſigned to my will; then, like 
a2 generous conqueror, if a church 


door ſhould ſtand invitingly open, and 


an obliging, ſmirking, perſonage, 
with a black gown, and ſmooth band, 


deſire us to walk in, I may per- 


| haps be induced to drop him one 


of my beſt curtſies, and tye myſelf 


555 0 my obedience, for che reſt of - my 


; | Fea- 
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Featherſtone thus my huſband; 


he not ill bred, or ill natured; 
your friend no vixen. I dare ſwear 
(without being unfaſhionably fond, 


or faſhionably vicious,) we ſhould 
jogg on in the old dog trott way, of 


our great great grandfather's and 


grandmother's, very comfortably. — 


he will purſue his country amuſements 


without commencing brute ;—1I, now 


and then, engage in the diverſions of 


the town, without making him a beaſt, 
—You ſee I am not unreaſonable 
the numerous miſcarriages of the beau 
monde, oftentimes proceed from e ae. 
be too much. 


_ inted of my nn, under whi i ch 
misfortune, if my angry ſtars deem 2 
it ſo; I will endeayour to camport, 5 
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myſelf, (an ugly old maidiſh word 
that) with all imaginable courage and 
diſcretion ;—ye powers never let me. 
have occaſion to ſtile myſelf, my dear- 


eſt Louiſa's lighted 


ELIZA EGERTON. 


J. FEA» 
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ACK FEATHERSTONE, STRETTO x 


GREEN, 


W. COOPER, at DuBLI N. 


Oos dinner the other day has had 

an admirable effect! Lambert was 
more chearful thaa I could have hoped 
for. The company, indeed, were ſo 
ſtrange a compoſition. of characters, it 
was impoſſible not to be divert; | 
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they are, with two or three exceptions, 
abſolutely beyond deſcription ! Mate- 
rials for punch are not more different 


than they to each other; yet being 


well mixed, with an addition of a good 
dinner, and excellent claret; we made 


a pleaſant compoſition. Lambert's 


aunt, or ſiſter, not being here pre- 
vented us the pleaſure of ſeeing. any 
ladies. A Beaumont, a Williams, and 
an Ambroſe, are three gentlemen of 


moderate fortunes in the neighbour- - 


hood ; ſociable, ſenſible, and well bred. 


Ahe two firſt married; the latter a 


batchelor. A phyſician, one doctor 


Forteſcne, reputed very able in his 


profeſſion—It may be fo! but he iis 
an abominable companion! as peeviſh 
as poor S——, and as difficult to be 
pleaſed. The rector of the pariſh, 
 what'we too frequently find a rector 
| ſuper- 
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ſupercilious to his inferiors, aſſuming 
to his equals, and a mean paraſite to 
thoſe whoſe affluent fortunes or con- 
nections, are capable of ſerving his am- 
bition. When he firſt ſaw me, conſider- 
ing me, I ſuppoſe, as Lambert's humble 
friend and de pendant; he did me the 
honour of a ſlight inclination of the 
head, with a contemptuous ſurvey of 
my perſon | But after whiſpering the 
doctor, whoſe curioſity, I apprehend, 
had enabled him to give the informa- 
tion, that I did not exiſt upon cha- 
rity, he was more than commonly at- 
tentive and ceremonious to me the re- 
mainder ofthe day. — Bad qualities in 

a clergyman, like faults in a capital 
picture, appear more conſpicuoully . 

glaring. 


Vol. II. G 4:45 helianks 
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A bop Kactor from the Beroulch, re- 


tired upon what he calls a ſufficiency; 


(fifty thouſand pounds,) has laid out 
twenty of it, in a villa about ſix miles 
from hence. Happy it is not nearer— 


T am told it is well worth a viſit ! He 


has been at a moſt immoderate ex- 
-pence, in building ſtupendous ruins 
without judgment; a ſuperb grotto 
where a dairy would have been admi- 
rable; and a Chineſe pavilion, - decked 
with the moſt tinſel ornaments, inſtead 
of a hermitage : In ſhort, he has con- 
ſtructed every thing, ſo contrary to 
the plain dictates of common ſenſe; 
(though one pities,) it is impoſſible to 
avoid laughing at the poor fellow's 
ſtupidity. 0 


To put a finiſhing ſtroke to the 


N elegance of his deligns 3 he has a park 


round 
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round his houſe, of large extent, and 


moſt admirable ſituations, yet he has 
contracted (what he calls) his pleaſure- 
ground, where _ theſe gew- gaws are 
erected, into ſo ſmall a ſpace; not a 
fingle defect can be hid from the leaſt 
curious obſerver : And, to his misfor- 
tune, they are ſufficiently numerous. 


Will Williams, the Wimble of this 
country, a nephew of Mr. Beaumont's, 


and a brace of young bacchanalian- 


ſquires, compleated the groupe. 


Have I not wearied you with the 
account? Lambert acquitted himſelf 


pretty well, and as I had hinted to the 
company- the indiſpoſition which hung 
upon him, his little abſences were not 
attended to—The two family gentle- 
men went away early, and feemingly 


C2 well | 
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well ſatisfied with their new neighbour, 


Doctor Forteſcue growled till he had 
ſwallowed his allowance of wine: The 
parſon's grey pad came for him at 
ſeven— Lambert left us at ten; and I 
concluded the evening with the re- 
mainder of our company; who did not 
leave me till three the next morning, 


happy as ebriety could make them—T 


had promiſes of pointer puppies of 
the very beſt breed in the kingdom, 
from honeſt Wimble—A diſſtrtation 
upon trade, and the culture of hops, 
from my friend of the Borougb, who 


has reconciled me to him (notwith- 
ſtanding his abſurditics) by his great 
good nature, and keeping his tongue 


from evil ſpe king! Qualities with 


me, which hide a multitude of faults. 
The ſquires were delighted that I 


-bved hunting, repeaicd pedigrees of 


horſes, 
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horſes, long as a ſermon; — offered 
wagers—propoled matches made me 
fix the time for a day's hunt! ſwore T 
was a jolly fellow, and ſhook me hear- 
tily by the hand —Ordered their horſes, 
—jmade the whole manſion echo; howx 
tally hoe ; cracking of whips ! &c.— 
and at laſt, kindly left me to ſeek re- 
poſe, which was diſturbed all night, 
with dreams of hop- grounds, grottos, 
horſes, and puppy-dogs. 


Why do I not hear from you ? this 
is the third, or fourth letter I have 
wrote without a ſyllable of reply]! No 
accounts of Louiſa, if you do not 
write ſoon Lambert ſays, he is in 


expectation of hearing from you very 


ſpeedily : He bids me tell you, though 
his temper may be altered, his friend- 
ſhip for you is warm as ever. He fa- 


C 3 vours Eos. 
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vours me with the ſecond place in his 
eſteem, with which, and your regard, 
I am perfectly ſatisfied; being 
very faithfully, 
and affectionately, 
Yours, 


J. FEATHERSTONE. 


WILLIAM 
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WILLIAM COOPER, Dorin. 


1 o 
JAMES LAM B E R x. 


oel 


My dear Lambert, 


Oos H T I not to eſteem myſelf 
ſingularly fortunate in poſſeſſing the 
friendſhip of you and Featherſtone, 
and of enjoying, to an unlimited de- 
gree, the affections of ſo deſerving, ſo 
heavenly a woman as Lady Louiſa—T. 

L C 4 am 
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am not unthankiul to Providence for 
ſuch eſſential bleſings, and in grati- 
tude endeavour to prepare myſelf to 
bear with becoming fortitude leſs fa- 
vourable diiperiations — My opinion 
of Lady Louila's regard, and the con- 
ſtancy of your friendſhip, will not ad- 
mit the ſmalleſt doubt of a dimunition 
in either But have I not cauſe to be 
alarmed in my fears for her, upon her 
brother's diſcovery of qur mutual paſ- 
fion—Have I not reaſon to dread the 
grief it may occaſion my father and 
ſiſter : And how ſeverely are my fears 
Increaſed by the accounts I have re- 
ceived of your unaccountable depreſ- 
ſion of ſpirits The faculty have miſ- 
taken your caſe; it is a diſorder of the 
mind - Some racking paſſion at your 
heart which you cannot prevail upon 
yourſelf to diſcover; unboſom yourſelf, 
my 
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my dear James, to Featherſtone, make 
him the confidant of your ſoul When 
caſes appear deſperate, the conſolation 
of friendſhip pours a balm into the 
ſoul —Should you think Featherſtone 
too volatile If you look upon me not 
unworthy your eſteem, inſtruſt me with —— * 
the cauſe of your diſquiet Accounts ſay | 
you are recovered of your wounds 
Why then this dreadful melancholy : 
which oppreſles you--Can my ſervices-- - 
can any proof of my friendſhip relieve 
you—You know you may command it 
to the utmoſt extent I am every hour 
in expe ation of things being carried 
to extremities wich Lady Louiſa—- I 
cannot bear to expoſe her to the vio- 
lence of Lord Wilton's anger No 
behaviour of his ſhall ſo far provoke 
me as to forget his friendſhip and my. 
obligations But I am by no laws of: 4 
75 frendſhip- © EY 


% 
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friendſhip or gratitude with-held from 
chaſtiſing the infamy of Morden 
who through the ſtrange infatuation 
of a brother, would by violence poſ- 
ſeſs a woman who deteſts him—lIt is 
impoſſible to reſolve on any future 
meaſures Lady Louiſa I know would 
conſent to unite her fate with mine 
But can I ſupport her as Lord Wil- 
ton's daughter? Shall I poorly poſſeſs 
myſelf of her paternal fortune, to puſh 
my way in the army, and ſubject her 
to the inconveniencies of a campaign 
life —Impoſſible ! If neceſſary, exert 
yourſelf in the cauſe of friendſhip, 
beauty and innocence, and ſuffer not 
merit like Louiſa's to become the prey 
of brutality the ſacrifice of oppreſ-— 
_ Gon!—You will, I am ſure, be oblig- 
ed by ſo ſtrong an inſtance of art con- 
| Edence and regard 


Feather- 
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Featherſtone has wrote me a long 
account of his late interview with 
Patty! Would not a. juſt reflection 

of what that very worthy deſerv- 

ing woman ſuffers, make the moſt har- 
dened ſeducer tremble, who through 
delicacy, and a ſenſe of her former im- 
prudence, is obligedtorelinquiſhtheman 

it is evident ſhe doats upon : She merits 

a better fate! and compaſſion would 
tempt me to regret Featherſtone's in- 
treaties to marry him ſhould have fail- 

ed, did not prudence whiſper me, they, 
could never have been perfectly hap- : 
py ! She, at leaſt, from the quick ſen- 
ſibility of her feelings, certainly would. 
not. The juſt conſciouſneſs ſhe has of 

her weakneſs, in reſigning herſelf ſo 
eaſily to his attractions, without being 
deceived by villainous promiſes, orother W 

' deteſtable acts of ſeduction, would ne- 3 
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ver have been abſent from her recol- 
lection: She might have made a very 
deſerving wife to our friend, but 1 
am convinced from her own reafon- 
ings, ſhe would have been an unhap- 
Py one. Poor Patty is ſo far hap- 
py, in a proviſion which ſecures her 
from- contempt or indigence ; and ſhe 
can experience where ſhe is now fitua- 
ted, no malicious infinuations — no 
oblique reproaches, from the rigid 
cenſurers of her own ſex : Unfeeling 
prudes! who are virtuous from cir- 
cCumſtances, or neglect, — not from 

principle; Patty will have nothing to 

diſcompoſe her but her own reflec- 
tions, which ought not to be ſevere: 
As in my opinion, her rectitude of 
conduct fince, has amply atoned for 

* every paſt indiſcretion. 


I have 
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J have often thought, Lambert, that 
amongſt thouſands of unhappy girls, 
(victims to the irretrievable paſſion 
of abandoned libertines;) how many 

might be found, poſſeſſed of virtues 
that would adorn the worthieſt of the 
ſex How many (could we ſcarch 
into the receſſes of their heart; 
ſhould we find in poſſeſſion of thoſe 

real principles of chaſtity, we ſhould 
in vain expect to meet with in the pre- 
tendedly virtuous; from the harſnneſs 
of whoſe manners, and the inhumanity 
of whoſe remonſtrances, theſe unfor- 
tunates are obliged to ſhelter them- 
ſelves, in the arms of vice and diſſi- 
pation. The ſeverity of women to 
each. other, confirm unthinking girls 
in their indiſcretion, more than the 
inticing allurements of pleaſure.” 


May 
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May thoſe fair 1 
carded and ſpurned by their own ſex, 
and expoſed to the brutality of ours; 

receive the indulgence of a beneficent 
being, who judges without prejudice : 
May their preſent wretchedneſs, atone 
for their mifconduct; and may my 
worthy Lambert and I, never have 
to reproach ourſelves with diſhonour- 
ing the faireſt work of the creation. 
Let not Featherſtone ſee theſe remarks, 
as he may ſuppoſe I cenſure his affair 
with poor Patty as a crime which (as 
he was circumitanced) J only conſider 
his misfortune. You are in penn 
of my warmeſt regard. 
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J. FEATHERSTONE, START. 


Ton GRE E N. 


| Mr. COOP E R, Sen. at BAHN. 


Dear Sir, 


Ix purſuance of my promiſe, I 
fit down to give you, and our worthy 
friends at Bath, ſome account of Mr. 
Lambert ;—his health is abundantly 
mended ; — exerciſe and air, will 1 
doubt not very ſoon make a great al- 

teration 
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teration in his ſpirits for the better; 
'—Þ with great difficulty prevailed up- 
on him, a few days ſince, to meet the 
hounds; — the gentlemen of the hunt, 
were very attentive to him, and he re- 
turned to dinner, better pleaſed with 
the company and diverſion than I ex- 
pected. Fog 71 9 


The alteration he is giving directions 
about, employ his mind, and keeps 
him tolerably chearful ;—he however 
now and then gives way to his. ſtrange 
depreſſion of ſpirits, and all my en- 
deavours to entertain or amuſe him, 
are unavailing. 


Wilſon is come, —he ſurely muſt 
have a good heart; — I never ſaw crea- 
ture ſo ſurpriſed, —ſo concerned; as 
when he was appriſed of our friend's 

$2 ſitua- 
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Nan 


Pap 


ſituation it mult not be ſuffered-- 


to grow habitual, if the exertion. of 


every endeavour of ours can prevent it. 


Wilſon is a favourite, and J dare 
ſay a very deſerving one of Lambert's, 
he pays great regard to his advice, and 


his natural chearfulneſs of heart, the 
honeſt remonſcrances he does not fear 


us. 


« What am I think now,” ſays he, | 
addreſſing. himſelf to Lambert, 


giving him, may do * —_ for 


looked upon you, as a man of ho- 


* nour, and above a n of pro- 
© miſe to any man.“ | 


Sir, —fays our friend ſurpriſed ! the 
ſu.iden change, did nat fal to bring 
him out of a rcveric, that aMied us. 


41 


„ choly, as unaccountable as it ap- 
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* I ſay Sir,” continues Wilſon, 
you have broke your word with 


me; —you have (1 grant it) pro- 


vided for me nobly, much be- 
yond my deſert; — but you pro- 
miſed alſo to make me happy z--- 


vyou do not ſo, if I continue to ſee 
* you uneaſy, and in the prime of 


life giving yourſelf up to a melan- 


pears to be violent.---The misfor- 
tunes I have ſuffered, when com- 
pared with any you can have 
felt, would be as a drop of water to 
the ocean, Has not my depend- 


*, ance upon the goodneſs of provi - 
dence, been amply juſtified ?---from 
whence can your diſorder proceed? 
if merely from your late illneſs, 


you ought to uſe every effort to 
diſpell it. 


« If 
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If any circumſtance in life, gives 
« you cauſe of unhappineſs, cannot 
« your friends aſſiſt you? may not 
ce their advice at leaſt, reheve you? 
“ but if the nature of your deſpon- 
« dence, is owing to cauſes, that 
« even our attachments will not in- 
s quce you to acquaint us with z— 
„ fink not unworthily under afflic- 
„ tions, but exert your courage, and 
« riſe ſuperior to misfortunes, 


There is a field before you, will 
« always adminiſter pleaſure, even in 
« your keeneſt anguiſh.—you have a 
noble eſtate ;—let your attention 
be employed, in relieving the diſ- 
* treſſed ; — there are always too great 
a number of worthy objects, to be 
found; and to a generous mind, 


the power of promoting the felicity 


of _. 
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« of others, will, in a very great de- 
e gree contribute to its own.” 


4 Give me your hand Wilſon, your 
& ſentim-nts are juſt „ my diſtreſs, 
& Jet it procced from what cauſe ic 
% may, ſhall in future, give leſs diſ- 
« quiet to my friends.“ 


_ &,*Tis as it ſhould be, (replies Wil- 
« ſon, —but a leſſon from life wilt 
% make a deeper impreſſion !“ And 
he conducted us to the park gate; 
where four very old men, and as many 
women, (labourers and cottagers in 
the adjacent village, ) were aſſembled, 
and hobling to a tune played by a 
blind ſcraper as old as themſelves ;— 
they had loſt fight of their hardſhips 
and infirmitics;—and in cans of ftrong 
beer, were bleſſing their landlord, 
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and thanking providence for the few 
comforts they enjoyed. | 


Lambert gave them money, aſked 
them many queſtions, and ſent them 
away in a ſtate of happineſs, which 
only the contented mind can enjoy. 


« Your leſſon my dear Wilſon, 
(ſays Lambert,) wants no illuſtra- 
“ tion.“ I need not I fancy, tell 
you Sir, it was a device hit upon by 
this worthy fellow, (whoſe company 
I am ablolutely in love with) in order 
to contraſt the reſignation of the poor 
wretches, to their ſcanty pittance, and 
themiſeries of old age ;--with his afflu- 
ent condition, and want of reſolution. 
I am ſure it will have all the effect we 
can with for ; it has already made 
the moſt ſurpriſing alteration, 


"wiki 
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Wilſon will not let him reſt a 
moment, if the weather admits our 
going abroad ;—he hurries him about 
his grounds, -amongſt his workmen or 
tenants, &c. propoſes plans for 
improvements; — regulations in his 
family; —— rewards: for the induſ- 
trious, &c. : 


If the weather confines us within, 
Wilſon very deliberately fills his 
pipe, and introduces the back-gam- 
mon tables——He ſpeaks of you 
Sir with the greateſt pleaſure, and is 
charmed to find you intend * here 
ſo ſoon. | 


By way of varying the ſcene, I 
have propoſed a jaunt to town, for a 
few days, to which Lambert has 


© agreed :—but we ſhall certainly re- 


turn- 
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turn, before we can poſſibly expect 
your company at the green. 


Mr. Lambert requeſts I will deli- 
ver his affectionate love to Mrs. Bruce 
and his ſiſter, his very beſt regards to 
you, Lord Wilton, and the ladies ;--- 
in which he is moſt reſpectfully join- 
ed, by dear Sir, 


your obedient, and 


very humble ſervant, 


J. FEATHERSTONE. 


— 
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WILLIAM COOPER, at Donis, 


His FATHER at BATH. 
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J A M overcome with gratitude and 
alfection, when I reflect how much I am 
obliged to the deareſt of fathers, for his 
tender care of my youth. The precepts 
which he fo aſſiduouſſy inculcated in 
= 


The Faral Drekrrio' -w. 49 


in my memory, and the principles of 

virtue, honour and humanity, which 

by example, ſo carefully planted in 

my breaſt How many evils have I 

avoided, how many inconveniences _ 
eſcaped by my attention to his ad- 

vice, the judicious caution you re- 
commended, -in the choice of my 

friendſhip ; how much it has benefited 
me | 


I have two friends, whom ] ſincere- 
ly value! many acquaintance, that 
are not unworthy, and with whom 
occaſionally can be happy in compa- 
ny :—the former will, I am aſſured, 
ever deſerve the continuance of my 
regard, and ſhould a change hap- 
pen in my opinion, of any of the lat- 
ter, I can give them up, without 
being conſiderably mortified. N58 
Vor. II. D Sy 


— 
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The firſt enjoy my unlimited 
confidence; the laſt eſteem me, as 1 
make no diſtinction amongſt them, 
and treat them with civility and reſ- 
pect. At | ne 


Within the limited bounds, of my 
ſmall experience, how many have { 


| ſeen ſtriking upon the rocks you 


have taught me to ſhun | men of ſenſe 
too, who with the aſſiſtance of your 
pilotage, would have been equally ca- 
pable of avoiding the danger, 


Example here, as in other places, 
is too prevalent! and libertiniſm ſo 
Hiſr-garded, that IJ am only ſurpriſed 
to meet with ſo many people, of both 
ſexes, who have ſtil] retained ' worthy | 
principles, and are ornaments of ſo- 
ciety. | 81 
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The Iriſh, are naturally hoſpitable, 
generous, and goodnatured | generally 

found of jollity, and play; and as there 
are few amongſt them, devoid of ſpirit; 
it is ſometimes the occaſion of ren- 
counters. 


This paſſion for tilting, is however 
much abated throughout the king- 
dom men of ſenſe very juſtly con- 
demn it, though it muſt be regretted, 
they are now and then under the ne- 
ceſſity themſelves, of drawing their 
ſwords, when ever an illiterate bravo, 
through inſolence or caprice, ſhall take 
it into his head to affront them. 

The tendency to a cuſtom ſo diſ- 
graceful, ſo troubleſome. to communi- 
ty, cannot be wondered at, when 


ve reflect, that people even of the 


EP] EY _ loweſt 
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loweſt claſs,) never negle& this part 
of education in their children, though 
unable to afford them any other : well 
yerſed in the noble ſcience, fall of 
ignorance, and ſpirit! their youth 
launch into the world, eager for an 


opportunity of diſplaying their n 


and magnaminity. 


A man of worth, ſometimes falls a 
victim to their ſuperior addreſs: but 
as people of this ſtamp, when once 
known, are uſually avoided, it does 
not open very . 


The nile Fa Ireland are po- 
lite, well bred, lively, and truly brave, 
without being illiberaly prejudiced 
againſt other countries, they are fond 

of their own, but not e pee 2 
tial to it. N 


Here 
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Here are more 8 from Prin- 


Woe ty then on your fide the water, 


in proportion as the diſtreſſed inha- 
bitants are more ſeverely oppreſſed, 
though I appertain to the Caſtle, I 
may venture to ſay to my father, how 
inhuman it is in the miniſtry, to bur- 
then the induſtrious !] diſcourage their 
manufactures ! ſtrip the poor, and load 
this unhappy country, with taxes they 
are unable to pay. to Pamper | the 
venal appetites, of a ſet of needy, 
nn unprincipled dependants 


While I cnn the conditjon 
of the Iriſh in general, I cannot, but 
MOrracly pity the feelings of our vice- 


roys,—(ſuch of them I mean, WhO 


have feelings) when they find them- 
telves obliged to promote unpopular 
ar unſeaſonable acts. 


D 3. His 
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His preſent excellency, is with great 
juſtice beloved; whenever he is obli- 
ged to execute any thing, contrary to 
the intereſt of the kingdom, it is not 
without the greateſt compunction; 
and he is truly rejoiced when he has 
the power of ſerving them, by a re- 
duction of taxes, or any encouragement 
of their manufactures or commerce. 


In general, the Lord Lieutenant's 
have their hands tied, and can with 
juſtice be applauded or condemned, 
as they, with more or leſs ſpirit, re- 
monſtrate againſt illegal and oppreſſive 
meaſures. ; 


Theſe I confeſs are ſentiments; if 
I was called upon to publiſh, which 
would not be a means of puſhing 
my preferment z but as prudence on 
| the 


— 2 — AER — 
——— * . 


232 JR - 
— — 


— 
— ——— 8 
1 4" 
8 i — 
— 5 — — oa 
— 
= l ——ñ—j—U—U— — 5 


The F ATAL TD ECBETION: 55 


the one hand, will prevent me from 
making any ſuch unneceſſary. publi- k 
cation on the other, I ſhould have _ g 
but a very ſlender opinion, of the 
ſervice J am engaged in; —was 1 
obliged to loſe ſight of my rights as an 
Engliſhman, or not permitted to be 
atccted by the diſtreſſes of my coun- 
trymen! ſuch. I conſider all his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects without reſtriction: and 
I will ever be as averſe to any ſhare 
in the deſtruction of their liberties, 
as I am at all times ready to ſacrifice 
my life in the ſervice of my King 


and- country, againſt the enemies, of 
either. 


Let me not miſlead you, my; dear 
Sir, into a wrong opinion of my prin- 
ciples 1 hold the falſe bellowings, ot 

' pretended patriotiſm, and the mean 
D 4 ſervility 
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| ona Near ry equal 
contempt. Siber 


Let me change the ſubject, and in- 
form my father, a perſon who has 
not viſited Ireland, can have no con- 
ception of the difference there is, be- 
rween the gaity of our e We that 
of London. BITE itte; 


The parade with which the vice- 
roy attends parliament, is as much 
ſuperior to his majeſty's, on the ſame 
oecaſion, as the ſplendor and magni- 
ficenee of the Mogul, exceeds our Eu- 
ropean monarc ns, 


The /entertainments at the Caſtle + 
are princely !—the Iriſh ladies hand- 

ſome, and accompliſhed! though there 
is no danger of your receiving a 


daughter 


-— 
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daughter in law, from amongſt them, 
had Ithe vanity to — Imight make 


2 choice. 


I muſt not omir to inform you, 

that I have had an opportunity, of 
doing a ſignal Pieer of ſervice to 
Mr. Traverſe; who ſo juſtly deſerved 
our thanks for his civility, and at- 
tention to Lambert while at Kinſale; 
by warmly recommending him to 
his excellency,—-I have given the 
government a worthy officer, he is 
appointed collector of cuſtoms | at 
that 3 34 


Ot non 
I rejoice to find, your health conti- 
nues good, long may I have that a- 
tisfaction ! and may you never have 
the leaſt occaſion to regret giving life 
D 5 ATE: 


% Te Parki Dectrrien- 
to a fon, whoſe utmoſt endeavour 
will be to deſerve, the continuance of 
your affeRtion, Ys reap al 


My ſiſter's, Sir,—how do they? 1 
love them for their goodneſs ſincere- 
ly the amiablencſs of their conduct 
makes me eſteem them, 


In a letter from nay friend Mr. 
Featherſtone, I am informed of Lord 
Wilton's family being till with you 
at Bath, and of his jaunt with Lam- 
bert to Stretton- Green; I heartily hope 
change of place and exerciſe, will do 


him great benefit. 


I muſt give you the trouble to pre· 
ſent my reſpectful compliments to Lord 
and Lady Wilton, the young ladies, 
Mrs, 


— —˖«ð«n An 
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Mrs. Bruce, and Muſs Lambert; ky 
tis one of my greateſt pleaſures, when, 


J reflect how v very truly I am, my 


dear ſir, your ever affectionate ſon, 


WILLIAM COOPER. 


D J. EF 
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SI FRATH ES TON E, 


WILLIAM COOPER, 


| London. 


W ILSON has done more for 
Lambert in a few days, than he 
could have expected, from the pre- 
{criptions of half a ſcore of the fa- 
f culty—which convincez. me his diſor- 
| der i is 1 the mind, not any bodily 


infirmity. 
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a infirmity.—l hope as he is now entirely 
under my care, he will not relapſe; 
being at preſent a ſociable companion. 


Should he grow worſe upon my 
hands, I will inſtantly convey him to 
the Green again, that he may benefit 
by the chearfulneſs and friendly admo- 
nitions of his agent and monitor. 


You will admire Wilfon, as well for 
his own merit and worthineſs of prin- 
ciple, as his being fo eſſentially ſervice- 


1 
able to our friend. X 


We have been but a few days 3 in 
town, and are eternally engaged i in the 
faſhionable round of amuſements Le 
theEgerton family, pay 2 attention 

70 
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to Me. en. n are e 
civil to me. 1:21 Il 113 1 Digos, 


® e =» 


no {1s DME mein to das 930 
You gave me my 3 let- 
ter into Groſvenor- Square, and ought: 
to be anſwerable for the conſequences. 
it may be a very n connec- 
tion mee bo 5 


Mis 3 is blooming, gay, 
chatty and unaffectedly good humour- 
ed! but why do I attempt to deſcribe 
her, to a man who is ſo well acquaint- 
ed with her and who cannot, per- 
haps, recollect there is more than one 
woman in the world ? Fou muſt 
know I was prepoſſeſſed very ſtrongly, 
in her favour. when laſt in town . 
Why 2 (you will ſay) make fo 
prepoſ- 
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prepoſterous a propoſal to Patty? I 
ſhould deteſt myſelf, could I have 
been capable of making ſuch an offer, 
and at the ſame time wiſnhed to de- 
cline it; it was her merit and good- 
neſs of heart, that induced me to pro- 
poſe, what I thought her conduct ſo 
juſtly deſerved; had ſhe accepted it, 
Miſs Egerton would have been recol- 
lected by me, merely as a valuable 
woman, and an agreeable acquaintance - 
---I do not pretend to ſay I would pre- 
fer Patty to Miſs Egerton, upon cool 
and mature reflection; but the one 
am almoſt a ſtranger to, the attach⸗ 
ment and diſpoſition of the other 1 0 


am well acquainted with; and you 


know a homely proverb, which ſays, 
The Wwe: of, &c. &c.”---Patty has 
refuſed 
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refuſed me:; a if Jever fix upon any 
other, (in the mind 1 am in) poſitively 
it muſt be Eliza Egerton, condition- 
ally, that ſne will accept me. · for 
meaning to be a true penitent, 1 ſhall 
without evaſion, or reſervation, make 
a full confeſſion; a thing much more 
proper before than after marriage. 1 
will not put it in the power of an in- 
triguing coxcomb, to whiſper in the 


cars on my vife, the paſt frailties of: 


Lambert, to whom. T have binted 


my ſentiments, highly approves them, 
and he is now ſo ſolid and ſentimental; 1. 
would as ſoon take his advice, as my 
grandfarhers. What is your opinion. 
of. it? I think in one of your letters, 

5 | ag 
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you complimented me, with having, 
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ſure! are they not N to > good, 
for a ſtate, when in the preſent days 
they ſeem to be ſo little valued or ex- 
pected ?---Your anſwer to this impor- 
rant it quere | 1 
Laſt Sekt, in the gait? de caur, 
and elevated with the ſmiles of my 
fyren ; after we left the ſquare, I _ | 
dragged Lambert to the St. Albans--= 
a bottle or two of Shergold's cham 
paign, putting me almoſt out of uy 
ſenſes, and raiſing him a few pegs © 
higher, than I have ſeen him fince his 
illneſs ;---I took him-- where think 2 
you ?---Even to ***** court where 
Circe holds her * revels !---re- 
proach 
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proach me not---wrapt up in my inte- 
grity, and ſhielded by the ſuperior 
charms of my angel !---her nymphs 
(for me) might as well have been ala- 
baſter---I returned an abfolute Joſeph, 
though I left not my cloak... 


I cannot ſay I am diſpleaſed with 
myſelf, for the introduction I have 
given Lambert---the manſion of the 
enchantreſs is faſhionable---he, will 
meet lively company, and a little 


5 diſſipation will do him material ſer- 


vice. 


M y eſtate. lies ſo erer 
northward, I have not yet had reſo- 
lution, Gnce I ſaw you, to pay it a 
vat, Oe I am ſtrongly impor- 
tuned, 


** B 
3 ECO EE 
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tuned, and have really affairs of con- 
ſequence to ſettle, I muſt get Banks 
to go down with me, if your father 
will ſpare him to me ;---but J cannot, 
will not, quit London, till---till J have 
been a little more particular in Groſ- 
vendre and find et I have to 
truſt to. 


Wiſh me ſucceſs---and (if ſuch fate 
is alotted me) that I may wear my 
horns with a good grace---I ſhall at 
leaſt be faſhionable, and notwithſtand-- 


ing my antlers, 


my dear Cooper” OY 
ever ſincere, | | 
and affect ionte, 


lg FEATHERSTONE. 


Miſs 


68 The Fatari Drexpyriow. 
1 Mis E GER TON. 


Lady LOUISA WILTON. 


* 7 E are informed. a treaty as | 
< marriage will ſpeedily be concluded 


cc between J. Featherſtone Eſq; a 
« gentleman of large fortune in 
the North of England, and Miſs 
Egerton, of Groſvenor ſquare, ſole 
6 heireſs to the late honourable Ben- 
0 


* K 
\ 
. ; 
* 
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“net Egerton, a young lady of great 
« beauty and accompliſhments, &c.“ 


Have you ſcen ſuch a paragraph in 
the papers, Louiſa?— Am I to ex- 
« pect it Eliza?“ Be not ſurpriſed 
my dear, if in the courſe of a few 
days, thoſe impertinent pratlers, the 
advertiſers, ſhould afford you that piece 
of entertainment. 


Yeſterday, while I was moping 
over a pair of men's ruffles, I have 
lately taken into my head to work nt 
Mr. Featherſtone ma' am,“ (days 
John) I broke my needle “ your ſer- 
4 vant Sir — where is Mr. Lambert f“ 

« 1 have not ſeen him, ſince we 
e ſpent ſo agrecable an evening in 
9 = "Groſvenor-ſquare but I flatter my- 
3 IL. 60 « {elf 
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< neſs, though I wait upon Mrs. and 
Mis Egerton ſingly, I ſhall not be 
« worſe received on that account.” 


I thank you Sir, for my ſhare of 
e the compliment, and am ſorry my 
* mother ſhould not be at home to be 
* grateful for her part of it.? 


** How happy, my dear Miſs Eger- 

“ ton, will be that man,” and the for- 
ward creature ſat down by me, who 
« ſhall be ſo fortunate to acquire your 
good opinion. Thank you 
again Sir, but pray for which 
of my good qualities do I ap- 
<, pear to be favoured with yours.“ 
Le toute ue — Short and 
e Lea." e | 
134 0 my Take 


- 


/ 
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Take care Mr. Featherſtone, and 


4 be not blinded by appearances;— 
| 4 woman's ariddle, and, like a witches 


“prayer, and muft be underſtood by 
40 contraries.“ | 1 5 


— 


66 How relejjane, my dear madam, 


„ the deſign of theſe ruffles, may I 

« aſk,” and he heſitated. —<* What 
would you aſk Sir? . You have 
n brother ;—under what obliga- 
tions muſt he be, for whom vo 
take 0 mica trouble.” 


| {Fs conſt. was: arial} 466 not 
being expected, threw me into a little 
confuſion; but I ſoon recollected my- 


ſelf, and was determined to mortify 


ce be intended for, poſſibly will not be 
« of your opinion; or if he was, as 
e it 
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< jt will be long before they are finiſn- 
ed, I ſhall perhaps have reaſon to 
believe he may not deſerve them.” 
“ Surely Miſs Egerton cannot 
« juſtly have occaſion, to think ſo ill 
« of mankind.” 


« To be honeſt, Mr. Featherſtone, 
* experimentally, I have not; but 
J am determined, not to have too 
* good an opinion, leaſt I ſhould to my 
« coſt, bediſagreeably deceived. In the 
<« preſent inftance however the perſon 


& 4 towhoſe ſerviceIhavededicated ſome 


« of my leiſure time, will not, I dare ſay, 
be unthankful; can Mr. Featherſtone. 


e ſuſpe&t Will Cooper of ingratitude ? 


—he cleared up inſtantly, —< how 
« happy you have made me, my 
« charming Miſs Egerton, by this 
declaration; — JI feared you were 


OO 
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<« intereſted by more tender motives 
than mere friendſhip. 


A great deal more ſoftneſs paſt, till 
encouraged by a ſmile or two of ap- 
probation, which the candour of his 1 
bchaviour extorted from me; — he | 1 1 
made a formal declaration of his paſ- or 

ſion ; he took perhaps the oddeſt | 
method, of recommending himſelf to | 
his miſtreſs you ever heard of, v1z. 
By praiſing a former one ;—one, he 
had been fond of, and who he ſcruples | 
not to ſay, he {till regards ;z—ong— _ 
who indifcreetly yielded to his wiſhes, 
yet one who (though molt ſincerely 
fond of him,) had from the moſt laud- | 
able, the moſt difintereſted motives,  __ | 
utterly ieee d the offer, of being his 49 


wite, 


* 


VVV 
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Strange as it may appear, I de not 
believe he could by any other appli- 
cation, have addreſſed me ſo ſucceſſ- 
fully there was a ſincerity in his de- 
claration, a frankneſs and noblenefs 
of principle in his confeſſion, that 
* my e wo and eſteem, 


With theſe ſentiments, could I with- 
hold from him my permiſſion, to apply 
to my worthy mother !—Ah Louiſa ! 

I know her anſwer ,—the liberty of 
your friend, is near a concluſion ;— 
and for what am I bartering it ?—un- 
"certain happineſs, or aſſured diſquier. 


I hear my good mama :—'tis even 
fo Lovifa! the dear Lady 1s in raptures; 
E ſays we were made for each other, 
that the worthineſs of his heart, can 
only be equalled by the honeſty of mine; 

: be- 


The FArAL DectyTion. | 78 


— begins to tal of lawyers, jewels, ap- 
pearance, &c. God bleſs her good 
heart, I fear ſhe will want to precipi- 
tate matters, even more eagerly than 
himſelf. 


Well, my heart and tongue, have 
alt eady engaged me too far to recant, 
and I mt ke the conſequence ;— 
but ah Louiſa! I dread. —Pſhaw, hang 
fears ;—in ſpite of prudery, a worthy 
engagement is what we all deſire, —I 
will combat my apprehenſions, with 
the burthen of an old ſong, « My 
* mother did ſo before me, &c. &c. 


As my affair is nearly terminated, 
I ſhall be more at liberty to attend to 
my friend. Indeed I am aſhamed to 
have been ſo much engaged, on ſo 
ſimple an occaſion. Let me have 
a ſpeedy anſwer from Bath ; you Know 

E 2 I can- 
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I cannot is: compleatly 3 my {elf 
if I have any apprehenſions of the | 
miſery of my friend, 


How extreme would be my felicity, 
was my deareſt Louiſa at liberty, to 
give her hand to Mr. Cooper, at the 
time, when I may be induced to do 
the ſame honour to his fiiend 


But as I cannot expect ſo much good 
fortune, let my dear girl comfort herſelf 
with the reflection, that however ear- 
neſt Lord Wilton's application may 
be in favour of Morden ;---however 
unkind on the occaſion ;---ſhe is ſtill, 
(thanks, to providence) independant 
of his Lordſhip ;---ſhe is intirely be- 
loved by the man of her heart, and 
that man 1s moſt worthy her regard; 

ſhe 
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the has a friend, who will ever love 
her, with unbounded affection; that 
friend, lives in Groſvenor-ſquare, 
and her nameat preſent is, 


ELIZA EGERTON, 


3 | * f 4 2 4 
38 The FaTAL Drekrridx. 


EG 6 | F 134. 44 ; \rt ier oF 
Ql 
i Lady LOUISA WI LT ON. 
3 
Mies E G E R T O N, 


*＋ 


3 W HY ſhould I cloud the agree- 
able e proſpects of my deareſt Eliza, by 

E a recapitulation of events, that can 

| only diſtreſs my friend, without giv- 
ing any relief to myſelf.---Ah, my 

dear Egerton! fail not to be thankful 

| to 
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to providence, who has denied you 
the means of being made unhappy, 
by the capriciouſaeſs of a brother, or 
of feeling the mortifications I do, 
when obliged to think ill of him; na- 


ture and affection prompts me but to 
revere. 


L aſt week, Lord Wikon---unkind | 

Lord Wilton ; abruptly introduced 
the hated Morden.---I ſhould havg 
fainted, had not the kind attention of 
Lady Wilton recovered me my bro- 
ther too, that once affectionate bro- 
ther, ſeemed much diſtreſſed ; but 
ſoon as I was come to myſelf, having 
made ſigns for my ſiſter Wilton, Har- 
riot and Charlene, to leave the. room 1 


=. 


1 
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„My ſiſter Louiſa, has ever flat- 


*tered me with her affection, let her 


now rejoice me, by a proof of it, in 
e the attention ſhe pays the man, I 
« intreat ſhe will look upon, as her 


e future huſband---my promiſe has 


«. been long ſince given to Sir Wil- 
* liam, that promiſe, I will, to the 


« utmoſt exertion of my power, invio- 
lably obſerve---and never will be 

:< reconciled to that perſon, who ſhall 
"< endeavour to prepoſſeſs you in the 


disfavour of a gentleman, on whom 
I have fixed my unalterable choice. 


* 


The tyranny of Lord Wilton, and 
the indelicacy of Morden; who could 
ſee me ſo diſtreſſed, yet did not at- 
tenpt ſaying wy thing, to procure me 
| a mo- 
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3 momentary relief; gave me a degree 
of confidence, I never | expected. Is 
it for him, Lord Wilton ſo ungene- 
rouſly pleads, ſaid I, who can tamely 
ſce me perſecuted, by an application 
11 his favour, without attempting to 
avert -the | reſentment, which, too 
plainly may be ſeen,. has. poſſeſſed the 
man, I yet hope to find my brother. 


* Be aſſured you have no longer a 

brother, Louiſa, if you refuſe your 

“ conſent to Sir William Morden's 
- 5: addreſies.” 


<«< Dear then as you have been to ne, 

from infancy, I have no longer a bro- ; 

© ther! I cannot be the ſiſter you wiſh.”? 

He inſtantly darted out, of the room 
E 53, 0 deſpair, | 
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| deſpair, vexation, and reſentment in 
his countenance. — To Morden, I 
turned, agitated to a degree that 
ſtartled him.“ What part of my con- 
« duct, Sir William, merits $ this perſe- 
NE cution! PT 


"6 Fg does my preſence, dear 
* Lady Louiſa, diſtreſs you ?”---and 
the monſter pretended to look tender. 
.--< Your brother, my dear madam, 
& may be too partial to me---but do 
„ not ſuppoſe I wiſh to ſee you diſ- 
e treſſed---you gave both Lord Wilton 
e and myſelf, hopes, your repug- 
4 nance to our wiſhes, would have 
been at an end, when you requeſted 
te a temporary ceſſation of my ad- 
« dreſſes. What ought I to expect, 

but 
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but that you, will, (without reluc- 
7 tance), crown my wiſhes ; 5 when 1 | 
* time. JN. ſolicited ſhall be paſt,” 5 


F « Why then - I diſturbed alot 
e that time ?----why is my happineſs 
broke in upon, before the expiration 
« of the reſpite I was indulged with?“ | 


< Reſpite, Lady Louiſa P. and 
. glowed with vexation —“ I would 
not be vain, but 1 flatter myſelf, 


2% 


Tri my addreſſes 5 > 


„Tour addreſſes, Sir William, have 
« made me wretched--have deprived me 


of adearbrother'sregard--will involve 
4 4 family, you pretend a friendſhip 


wh „ for, in confuſion and unhappineſs! 
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In a word, Sir, your perſeverance 
may make me, to the laſt degree 


miſerable; but can never be pro- 


ductive of ſucceſs to yourſelf.“ 


Be generous Sir William, con- 
ciliate to me again the affections of a 
brother which you have alienated, 
and by relinquiſhing me, put it in 
my power, at leaſt, to eſteem you.“ 


“ fee my lady, too plainly, the 


reaſon of your diſlike to me—You 
have an attachment in ſome other 
place, where you are leſs ſevere— 
but have a care madam, I am not 
to be affronted with impunity ; and 
if you continue to irritate me, by 


* the contempt you think proper at 
<« preſent. 


ce 


66 
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preſent to treat me with; you may 
perhaps (on your brother's account, 
though not on mine) too late re- 


pent, the obſtinacy of your refuſal. 


I cannot but tremble for my 


CL 


5 


cc 


brother, if he is in the power of a 


man, who 1 fear, will not ſcruple 
taking every ungenerous advantage. 


—But Lord Wilton was never au- 
thoriſed by my parents, to force 


me into a marriage, contrary to my 


ſentiments and inclinations.” 


Do me at leaſt this favour, Lady 
Louiſa, that I may be able to ac- 


- count to your brother, for your be- 


haviour to me.---Am I unfortunate- 
ly approves of, from any. diſa- 
greeable 
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greeable qualities in my perſon, or 

4 diſpoſition- or does it proceed from 

your prepoſſeſſion in favour of any 
* ether'?- * | 


© Theſe are queſtions, T am under 
. 0 neceſſity to anſwer---but your 
< threatenings, my brother's unkind- 

* neſs, and my regard to truth, 
«© oblige me to declare myſelf expli- 
« citly,---L ever diſliked your morals 
« and conduct your character has 
« not contributed to place you. in a 
more favourable light---and I will 
not diſguiſe it to you, that my 
2 heart 3 is in the poſſeſſion of a gentle- 
« man, whoſe great worth, will pre- 
vent any diſgrace being thrown 
| upon 
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<« upon you, by his having the _ 
+" fetence in aur elle em. noileghh 
This was too tho 1 confeſs, it 
was not prudent, but ſo oppreſſed, 
ſo injuriouſly intreated; what could I 


ſay NOWer could 1 act. 
"= 


Sir William bit his lips—frowned— Y 


PRs 


ſtamped ſeveral times croſs the room 


a * 


in the moſt violent rage, and mut- pe 


tering ſome threats which I en 
not underſtand retired. 


54 


My e e e 


then had ſupported me, ſubſided, 
and I ſunk UPON. ſopha diſolved 
in tears !—loſt in apprehenſions for 
the ſafety of Lord Wilton, and the 
happineſs of myſelf. 


1 


1 


— 
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If my brother can ſo far forgive 
my refuſal of Morden as to favour 
me with a conference; I am deter- 


mined to avo -w m attachment to 
Cooper. 


I have told all the affair to his ſiſter, 
Lady Wilton, who ſeems ſtill more 
unhappy, now ſhe knows my abhor- 
rence of this. hated match, has Been 


confirmed by my love for her bro- 
- ther. | 


Time alone can diſcover to us, which 

way the precipice lies, that we fo 
much dread; and I have a preſen- 
timent it is near at hand. — There can 
ſcarce more unhappineſs flow, from 
a certainty of misfortune; than I ex- 
perience, from the dreadful ſuſpence 
I am involved in. 


Adieu, 
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Adieu, my e my beſt Eliza, 
put up your moſt fervent prayers for 
your friend; from ſo good ſo virtu- 
ous a heart, they ſurely cannot be 
unavailing, may your happineſs — 
terminate with life. 


LOUISA WILTON, 


From HY 


* 
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From the fame; to the ſame. 


4 : L 
63% ; 


11 OW kind my friends attention 
Lambert arrived laſt night, - and I 
flatter myſelf with his moſt eſſential. 
ſervices, in bringing about a recon- 
ciliation with Lord Wilton, 


I have not yet ſeen my brother, 
having never been out of my room, 
ſince the eclairciſſement with Morden; 


6 * 
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no wonder I am indiſpoſed,—I am 
not only unhappy myſelf, but find 
myſelf the innocent occaſion, of diſ- 


treſs to others. 


WE Sod * 


Lach Wilton is not leſs at caſh than 
I am, has not fewer apprehenſions 
yet we vainly endeayour, to hide the 
knowledge of it from each other. 


Miſs Lambert has never left me 
ſince my illneſs, and by the gen ous 
effuſion of her ſorrow, conyince "me 
more and more of the goodneſs; of 
her heart and the eee of her, 
755 . | 


© 


Poor 5 Cooper, ſeems little leſs 
concerned, and my ſiſters dare not 
appear to intereſt themſelves too deep- 
0 in my diſtreſs, leſt Lord Wilton 

ſhould 
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ſhould ſuſ pect they countenance my cit- 
obedience as he calls it. 


Mr. Lambert after he had ſeen my 
brother, (who gave him a moſt af- 
fectionate reception, ) deſired leave to 
attend his ſiſter, he had been before 
made acquainted by Charlotte, that 
ſhe was conſtantly with me. — That 
girl diſtracts me: ſhe is loſt in a path, 
| Whoſe entrance is ſtrewed with roſes, 
too thick for her yet, to feel the 
thorns concealed under them. 


After ee had moſt affection- 
ately embraced his ſiſter, I come 
„ my lady, to tender you every aſ- 
«* ſiftance in my power, I come at 

e the requeſt of your friend, and in 
ee the ſervice of mine. Lord Wilton 
is at preſent diſpleaſed, but I dare 
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by be will not i be unrea- 
ſonable, or Wee : and I have 
% not much doubt, that I ſhall, be 
the happy inſtrument, of making 
my friend happy, and of relieving 
your ladyſhip, from unworthy per- 
ſecutions”—1 bowed. 


My beſt brother! ſaid Lucy, (throw- 
ing her arm croſs his neck) how proud 
I am-of my brother !—I forgot to 
mention to you before, that old Mr. 
Cooper and Mrs Bruce have been 
gone ſome days paſt to Stretton-Green, 
his ſiſter (at our requeſt) remaining 
with us—Lambert is much _mended 
in appearance, and his cheeks were 
vermilion itſelf, upon his ſiſters praiſes; 
he ſighed and ſaid, I can never 
come nearer happineſs, then when 
" +1 am endeavouring to procure it 


for. 
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ce for my friendsꝰ he ſeemed diſcom- 
poſed, and turned from us to the 
window ! recovering himſelf, Lady 
% Louiſa, how do you intend to act, 
« if Lord Wilton wiſhes to ſee you, 
do you intend to make him acquaint- 
* ed with your prepoſition 1 in favour 
of my friend? | 
Certainly Sir! I had long ſinte 
prevented every appearance of dupli- 
city in my conduct, had my fears 
not been alarmed, for Mr. Cooper 
and my ſiſter Wilton. oO 


<« Nobly reſolved Lady Louiſa 
« far am I from diſapproving ſo lau- 
* dable a meaſure ; what would only 
preſume to adviſe is, that we may 
* endeavour to take advantage of 
2 the moſt favourable opportunity” - 


„ | Lady 


\ 


The Fara Deer PT10N, 95 


Lady Wilton | ſeems more [aſſured 
of a happy ſue to the affair, | ſince 
Lamberc's arrival; —he is at preſent 
gone with my Lord to the rooms, and 
returns to ſup at our hotel ;—his me- 
lancholy ſeems leis violent, though I 
cannot help thinking it, more firmly 
eſtabliſhed, 


I know not why I ſhould have ſuch. 
a foreboding, but I think that young 
man (worthy as he is, affluent in cir- 
cumſtances, and adored by his friends,) 
is nevertheleſs, not marked out by 
providence for happineſs ;---would to 
God my conjectures may prove falle. 


Whatever way my own difficul- _ 
culties terminate let me have the ſatis- 
faction of knowing you are happy. 
---Your mother's good opinion of Mr. 


Featherſtone, is confirmed by the at- 
tachment of his friends, and the ge- 
neral tenor of his conduct; — the can- 
did avowal of his paſt indiſcretions, 
ought I think to give you the ſtrong- 
eſt aſſurances he will avoid them for 


the future. 


Gallantry in youth, according to 
circumſtances, is more, or leſs cuipa- 
ble ;—a good heart may be hurried in- 
to the commiſſion, of an unwarrantable 
action, yet will feel the recollection of 
it with contrition, and endeavour to 
attone for the offence; but J 
would as ſoon take a diſtreſſed high- 


wayman to my huſband, as a profcl- 


led libertine and I really think the 
former the worthier man. N 


Let not a chought 655 your Louiſa, 
. Mr. F catherſtone an addi- 
tional 
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97 
tional ſigh ;---your mother is anxious 
in his favour, and if you will take 
my advice, when in your power, you 

cannot too ſoon make an honeſt man 
happy; | | V! PE” * 


- 


your ever affectionate 


LOUISA WILTON. 


Vol. It, F JAMES 
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NE ORMABLE to the requeſt 
of my friend, I loſt no time in repair- 
ing to Bath, and exerted myſelf more 
zealouſly indeed, from a reflection of 
the warmth and ſincerity, | of Miſs 
— $ friendſhip for Lady Louifa ; 
while 
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while I conſider you well advanced in 
the road of happineſs, from that very 
deſerving girl's ſentiments of you, 
it gives me abundant pleaſure, to hope 
our friend Cooper may be effectually 
ſerved, by the exertion of my influ- 
ence in his favour, without any in- 
terruption to your addreſſes. 


Upon my arrival at Bath, I found 


the Wilton family, (as we expected) 


in much confuſion I had an inter- 


view with Lady Louiſa, and ſaid every 
thing I could think of, to relieve her 
mind, and flatter her wiſhes ;—though 
I fear more from Lord Wilton's ob- 

ſtinacy, and his connection with 
Morden, than I think proper to. 
confeſs. She is determined, the 


very firſt favourable opportuuity which 
t io. declare to her brother, the 
2 2 . 


elne 


$- 
75 
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attachment ſhe has long felt for our 


friend William, a meaſure, which 1 
1 ng will irritate my Lord to 
a great degree but however difa- 
geceable the expedient, it now becomes 
abſolutely e, 


Lord Wilton . me the honvur, 


to aſſure me of his friendſhip and. re- 


regard; — I ſhall endeavour to ſoften 
his reſentment againſt Cooper; and 


5 may perhaps be a means of preventing 


any improper treatment being ofiered 


to oY Louiſa. 


a Will. 1s much better croſs the chan- 
nel, his preſence at this conjuncture, 


would only be inflammatory ;—her 
ladyſhip has communicated to me her 


deſign of ſheltering herſelf at Mrs. ; 
_—— s, ſhould my Lord be impla- 
cable; j 
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cable 1 with it was well « over with. 
all wy Beer ; 


Pertial-as I am, and fond of my 
ſiſter to an extreme; — I cannot with 
out much concern, obſerve her tender- 
. neſs and ſenſibility ſo ſtrongly engaged, 
on Lady Louiſa's account she has 
ſcarce had ſufficient ſtrength of conſti- 
tution, to bear up againſt the late 
alarms and -abplckenBoms; which ſhe 
has ſuffered herſelf, 11575 e 


1 am N Mrs Bruce | is gone to 
the Green, though the abſence of Mr. 
Cooper (who accompanied her) ought 
not to be regretted z---he perhaps, 
through a peculiar delicacy, might be 
more offended than even Lord Wee 
with his ſon, | 


137 Fg Expect 


To Þ 
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VII fit Ille 3 
Expect accounts when the mine i 
, 2 


ſprung, and of its conſequences z— 
have wrote to Ireland, and made a 
point, that Cooper depends upon my 
friendſhip, and continues where he is, 
till his preſence ſhall be more neceſ- 
 fary ;—as this is alſo ſtrongly info reed 
by Lady Loviſa,, I have no fear of 
his daring to act in oppoſition to her 
requeſt, were he inclined to pay bur 
little attention to mine. aa 
The L adies have not been in public 
ſince the declared fracas with Mor- 
den. —My Lord dragged me to the 
rooms Jaſt night, | in a ſituation of a 
little capable of being amuſed. N 


That bs Morden, though 4 
behaved with coolneſs to Lord Wilton, 


yas  officiouſly civil to me, paid me 
ſome 
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dis} 


ſome impertinent compliments on my 


10 


iſter's beauty and a:compliſhments, 
and very aſſiduoully ſolicited my ac- 
quaintance. 


"or inclined. to diſſemble, ys very 
candidly told him, that till I was con- 
fident.. he had generouſly withdrawn 
his pretenſions, from a very deſerving 
Lady, who had given him her defini. 
tive anfwer,) and was a good deal per- 


ſecuted on his account) he could have 


* ——— 
18 q 


W to 9 it. 


1 anſwer was, * could b: glad 
of my acquaintance, but if I Knew 
myſelf the bar, to his ſucceſs with 
Lady Louiſa, his overtures were in- 
deed unproper, and by wiſhing him 
to reſign his claim to her Lzadyſhi p- 
be could not but admire the modeſty 


FE 


. The rarer Dierrrron. | 


1 4 #34 


as advantageous x to my fafety, a8 work. 
love. 


« The impertinence, Sir William, 
* of your inſinuation, deſerves no an- 
0 ſwer but let not your. reſentment. 
„ againſt that Lady, for declining 
IP your addreſſes, induce you to do 
her any injuſtice ;—aſcribe her want 
of eſteem for you, to its true cauſe, 


* to. your own want of merit to at- 


<« tract it; — and though I diſclaim 
« the honour, of poſſeſſing more than 
* Lady Louiſa's friendſhip, you, Sir 
6c William, will never find any appre- 

+ henſions of my perſonal ſafety, pre- 
5 vent my exerting every effort in my 
power, in . of perſecuted 
e innocence.” 15; 


1 


Lord 
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Lord Wilton did not a w_ 
pleaſed with' my defending; his ſiſters” 
ſo wartnly againſt Morden; but went 
to him, and after a ſhort conference; 
Morden came to me, ſaid, he hoped 
<« I did not ſuppoſe he had the ſmal- 
« left intention to affront me that 
we were perhaps both too warm; he 


( 


« was ſorry if heat of temper, had 
hurtied him, into any unguarced. 


cc 


« expreſſion ; but the man could not 


be ſuppoſed to be very much at | 
6 caſe, who was in danger of loſing | 


wo "Lady Louiſa Wilton.“ 

No more paſted, and 1 have not 
ſeen him ſince z -he was a long tüne 
with Lord Wilton this morning, and 
they . afterwards went out together; 


J find he did not even deſire ta e 
Louiſa. 
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Since Lord © Wilton's return, he 


| appears in exceeding bad remiper 


with every one and him : even 


the natural complaiſance, and good 


good nature of Lady Wilton can 
ſcarce | procure. : a civil expreſſion. aa 


7411 | * Nn 


This worthy Family mall be ke⸗ 
Reved, from the unhappineſs they at 


preſent labour. under ; ; (I fear, by the 


weakneſs of one party, and the villainy 
of another; ) if there is the ſmalleſt 
clew to fer the my ſry; 8 


1 have : a commifſi on for you to exe- 
cute, which I beg you will loſe no- 
time in doing ;---your deſign of ut in. 
troducing me to ***** Court, I dare 
fay was to amuſe, for the time 5 per- 


haps it might, but the ſource of my 


dilcontent, lies too deep to be effec- 


tually 


rually re relieved, by ſuch an Pfg. 
GATION. had = 5990 KJ 111 218951 16 


199 2 === YI Hie | 
Pleaſure and. diſſipation, where 


| the mind does not enjoy them, ſerve 
but to make our reflections more 
ſevere ; I left my ſnuff-box, my ſiſter's 
| portrait 1s incloſed i in it, it is unneceſ- 
ſary to mention to you, the impro- 
priety of its continuance in that place. 
May every happineſs, | attend | 
Miſs Egerton and yourlelf. 


- 4 
— Þ 


When 15 1 to ſalute Weg Feather- 
ſtone ? — ſhe is above diſguiſe, and 
will not, I dare ſay, torture you with 
ridiculous delays.-My compliments 
attend the good old Lady. 
till to-morrow ; ; I remain one of the 
uncereſt of you friends, SD. 


JAMES LAMBERT. 
| F 6 | From 


Adieu, bes 


225. ** 


108 Te FarRL Dreirrion. 


From the ſame to the ſem:. 


Dear Featherſtone, 


s theſe troubleſome people of 


the faculty will preſcribe, however 
ignorant they may be of the diſorder; 
I am peſtered to death! one of their 


ſimpleſt preſcriptions, I have ſince my 


arrival, condeſcended to follow, viz. 
riding out every day ;- -my Lord fent 
me word this morning, he would, 


if I pleaſed, accompany me z—his 
eres continued for ſome time very 
N gloomy, 
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gloomy, but at length introduced the 
ſubject, which I doubt not procured 
me the honour of his company; 
The converſation terminated but with 


the ride ;---and I am in hopes, things 


will begin to wear a more favourable 
appearance. 


He was at firſt to the greateſt de- 
gree incenſed, by Lady Louiſa's op- 
poſition to his inclination, and very 


- artfully,, (though with an apparent 


inducement I could poſſibly have, to 


intereſt myſelf ſo warmly in, favquriof 
his ſiſter, having heard me declare the 


other night, that friendſhip- was my 


P | 


only motive.“ He had the great- 
a eſt opinion of my honour, and the 
regard I had ſhewn for himſelf and 


: $6 nn or he ſhould have ſup- 
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«, poſed. himſelf. indiſpenſibly bound 
% haye_. requeſted an, explanation 
iat the inftang a, D yi9y H barns} 
Morden * 1 g 8 Feng 
that Louiſa avowed her partiality for 
another ! he begged. me, if by any. 
means I knew, or even ſuſpected, Who 
was the object of her regard, I; would , 
diſcover it to him, that he might take 
proper meaſures, to prevent his fami- 


ly being diſhonoured, by an impro- 
per alliance: I took advantage of this 
laſt expreſſion, and demanded in my, 


turn, if, free from partiality, he could. 
from his ſoul deem Sir William Mor- 


_ den's alliance with his her; an honour- 
able One. nne TEQO31 O07 i 


1 1 
48 


Sir William might have lived a 
little too free; but he was a man of. 
£604 þ | | family, 
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family, conſiderable fortune; and great 


connections, was t the reply. I repre- 
ſented the very different character he 
bore in the world, 21z. that he not 


only had lived free, but continued at 
the preſent hour, one of the moſt 


vicious men of the age — by much 
the more dangerous, as he had gene- 
rally addreſs to diſguiſe his paſſions; 
the gratification of which ſolely _- 
PR _ 1 a. nar ar 


7 


"With: reſpect to His lies Seiden 


it Was univerſally known he Was ts!” 


notorious gameſter, and the combina- 
tion of a ſet of men like himſelf; or 


a few nights bad run, might reduee 


him to beggary.— As to his connections 
they were the conſequent appendage 
of his eſtate; and that if his depen- 
dants were not more actuated by fear 
| Nt 1 18 | than, 
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— 


than regard to his — he wi 
not be able to produce ten votes for 
a county repreſentative. Cs i 


— . - — 


T had a ſiſter (I Goch ind whom 1 


dearly loved, and rather than diſpoſe 


of her to one like Morden, I would 
countenance the man of her choice, 
though ſhe took him from the plow, 


if his principles were uncorrupted. 


He demanded, if upon my honour 
I did, or did not know his ſiſter's | 
attachment ? I anſwered in the affir- 
mative, but I was not at liberty to 
diſcover it to him, that it was a choice 
worthy Lady Louiſa's prudence, and 
good ſenſe!. a choice, that promiſed 
2 countenance of real felicity, and 
was no diſcredit to her rank and far 


| . 


1 Dünn 


ee 


cc 


good opinion 
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« Damn, that Win. Cooper] Mor- 
den- 8 conjecture Was right: —1 am 
confirmed in it by the eagerneſs 
with which you defend the object 
of my ſiſter's infatuation, and my re- 
ſentment“. 


« Suppoſe it Ry my Lord! 
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what could be your objection, ex- 


cept in fortune? is there a king- 
dom, that would diſdain his alliance? 


his ſiſter Lady Wilton, (valuable 
as ſhe is,) is not more deſerving t 


your Lordſhip's tenderneſs, than 
her brother is worthy Lady Louiſa-s 8 


ED 


4 


* PFD 
4 


24 


— 


The warmth of your friendſhip, 


Mr. Lambert, does you credit; 


but in a point of this conſequence, 
4 muſt be tuffered to judge for my- 


„ ſelf: 


LOSE KX 
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HYD | Is none 
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. ſelf If Mr. Cooper has engaged 
« my ſiſter's, allections, he has 1010 
ved to me with ingratitude,— 
« boaſt not of having ſeryed him, 
« or of my intentions to have con- 
< tinued to do ſo; but he equld not 
4 be ignorant of the preſent narrgw- 
4 neſs of his own. circumſtances, or 
of my engagement with Sir William, 
and I will (in confidence to you, 
Lambert,) acquaint you, that if 
my ſiſter obſtinately perſiſts in her 
&-: refuſal of Morden, my inevitable 
« ruin is the immediate conſequence : : 
$i on Lady Wilton's account, let not 
«, your friend, now no longer mine, 
Wy OWE, ſee me” +] nd 
3 1 as he had ds me 
ak ſo much of his confidence, he 


would = me a hint of the nature 
4 N and 
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and extent of his engagement Ut Sir 
William, that my friendſhip for Coo- 
per was unlimited, and T was glad of 
the opportunity to aſſure his Lord- 
ſkip, if the means of ſerving him, 
lay within the compaſs of my for- 
tune, it ſhould not be my fault if 
he was not happy, in the recovery 
of his Lordſhip's friendſhip, and the 
poſſeſſion or Lady Louiſa. | 


— endeavoured” to eie out the 
impropriety of his perſiſting in the 
deſign of ſacrificing his ſiſter to Mor- 
den. How ſeverely his conduct would 
be condemned, by the rational part 
of the world; and what reaſon he 
would ever have to conlider himſelf, 
as the deſtroyer of Lady Louiſa's Mp. 
Pineſs. 


3. 
3 
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LJ added, I was s extremely concerned 
for the ſake of the whole: family, 
that he had been raſh enough to en- 
ter into obligations, where his ſiſter's 
happineſs was ſo materially concerned, 
and where (by her father's will) I 
underſtood her conſent, was fo eſſen- 
tially neceſſary, that from her Lady- 
fhip's generoſity, humanity, and love 
for his Lordſhip, it was to be ſup- 
poſed, ſhe would ſubmit to a dimu- 
nition in her fortune, if that could 
contribute to accommodate matters, 
betwixt him and Morden: but it was 
to the laſt degree unreaſonable, to 
deſire her to fulfil any engagement 
of his Lordſhip's, at the expence of 
her eternal quiet. 


My Lord paid me many compli- 
ments upon the uncommon, the ex- 
TOS alted 
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alted inſtance, (as he was pleaſd to 
call it) of my regard to Cooper: he 


wiſhed it was in his power to re- 


„ gulate his conduct, agreeable to 


my ſentiments, and the tenderneſs 
he really felt for his ſiſter: but 


it was impoſſible! nothing could 


« extricate him from the dificuldes, 
„ in which he had involved himſelf, 


but her acquieiſence.” 


: Ladd his promiſe that he would: 
not attempt any violent meaſures; 
and would allow Lady Louiſa ſome 
days yet, previous to her final deter- 


mination. 4 


The active part I am obliged to 
take in this diſagreeable buſineſs, which 
makes ſo many of the family unhappy, 
does not give me time to indulge 

| myſelf, 
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myſelf, in the retirement I ſo muc 
with for. - | 


Contentment is the only obje& I 
have in view, yet how difficult muſt 
be the attainment of that, when hap- 

pineſs is cut off from my hopes. 
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Lady LOVISA WILTON, 
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Lani. 


HE day ! my beloved daugh- 
e ter The day! my enchanting 
« Miſs Egerton”—echoed from one 
to the other: < Not before the 
day of judgment ſhall it be, if 1 am 
< to be thus diſturbed” My mo- 
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ther ſtarted 1 Fencherſtone 
turned pale 522-46 


3 Why does my mother chus = 
cute me? why am I thus hurried 


Sir?“ —“ Perſecute my Eliza! un- 
« kind girl have you not conſented, 


« (I fondly hoped) without the ſmall- 
<« eſt repugnance to become his wife ?” 
tis even ſo Louiſa * And can my 
daughter call. her mother's anxious 
0 wiſhes for her happineſs, perſecu- 


oy tion - Oh, ſpare me dear madam 


I cannot bear your frown---to what 
am I reduced ? Featherſtone, plead 
for me, ſolicit my forgiveneſs from 
the beſt of parents; and I'll pro- 


- > "Gi miſe to be good very good but 


_ let me not be teized.” . My 
charming 


— 
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2 charming Eliza, I can have no will 
„ but yours Tou muſt madam for- 
give ſo ſweet an offender, ſince you 
« ſee ſhe obliges me to take part, 
< even againſt myſelf---on her gene- 
« roſity let us reſt our hopes.“ 
Thank you friend, thought I, it may 
be better for you---but the dear lady 
was not to be put off ſo---could you 
have ſuppoſed that ſhe was really an- 
gry, Louiſa? abſolutely ſo.---< De- 
% pend not, Mr. Featherſtone, (ſays 
<« ſhe, drawing up her mouth) on the 
generoſity of a girl, who can for a 
ment forget the affection, the ma- 
<« ternal marks of indulgence ſhe has 
< received from a fond parent! I ever 


Cc 


vc 


tc 


eſteemed her ingenuous, incapable 
of diſguiſe, and above being child. 
Vor. II. | 'G iſhly 
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ithly petulant=-how have 1 been 


deceived! $62 DOE enger elf miv⸗ 


T * aq 
1 1 ; f 
& : % : x 4 a 11 = 
4 . ” I 4 3 71 - 
: - K * # 4 EA * 1413 


% Ah madam! (throwing myſelf at 
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« and to whom you pleaſe, 


her feet) be not ſo cruel 1 in your ex- 
preſſions—I am not---I will not be 


97 11) T4 


petulant ! forgive your child 1 
would die rather than offend vou 


here is my hand- diſpoſe of i it when 


« Bleſs my "Hikes. clans my mother) 


and next Thurſday, let me petition 
: heaven's protection for my daugh- 
ter . Featherſtone. 


I did not recover my Torpriſe, (at 


3 tricked into ſo early a time) be- 


Pre the good woman left my lord and 


maſter 
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maſter elect at liberty, to entertain me 
with his raptures and gratitude, while | 
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ſhe retired, I dare ſay, to put up eja- 
culations for Mrs. Featherſtone. 


The writings have been finiſhed two 
or three days, and you ſee they were 
determined to loſe no time; though I 
perceive from Featherſtone's uncom- 
mon ſatisfaction, that I have drawn 
myſclf into the ſcrape, by ridiculouſly 
vexing my mother, and then imply 
purchaſing her forgiveneſs ſo extrava- 


gantly. I might certainly have Pro- 


tracted it (by proper management) for 5 


ſome time, and yet have contrived, to | 
have 14 7 them both f in urg 1 


3 
Well Pafßair 25 fait and now my i 
Louiſa, conſider this as the laſt letter „5 
vou 


my 
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you will ever receive 3 your Eliza 
Egerton, ſpinſter! and prepare to ex. 
pect occaſionally, my matronly advice 
for the future regulation of your con- 
duct.—-Tou will, at leaſt, reap an ad- 
vantage from my bondage.---There'is 
no compariſon between the abilities of a 
wite, and a ſimple virgin in the ma- 
nageinent of an amour---you know 
you may command my beſt ſervices. 


Seriouſly, J am not diſpleaſed, the 
grand affair is fixed, — The more 1 
know of Featherſtone, the more 1 
eſteem him—he recommends himſelf 
more to me, by the notice, the atten- 
tion he pays to the friends I yegard, 
than by any fulſome, ridiculous com- 

__ or addreſſes to my ſelf---he 
| did 
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aid not aifp! cake me by a requ ack cher 
I would in his name make to you, 
ſbould your fituation grow more un- 
eaſy, by Lord Wilton's horrid con- 
nection with Morden. 


He has taken an elegant ſurn iſhed: 
| kouſe, in St. James's Square, to which 
we go on Friday, the day after this 
dreaded Thurſday---and he earneſtly 
hopes vou will favour his dearly be- 
loved with your company. This is 
his firſt requeſt to you, and I ſhall in- 
fiſt upon it that you do not deny him. 
You ſee I have been able to refuſe him 
nothing. if inſtead of Louiſa Wilton: 
you could contrive -for Will. Cooper 
to bring his wife with him---dearly as 
E love the Wiltons, J ſhould give | 
G 3 Louiſa , 
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Louiſa Cooper the preference.” Where 


is that fellow, is he aſleep ?' that lie 
has ſo little to do in a drama, Where 
he ought to be the hero of the piece. | 


Let a billet from you fetch him 
from Ireland---throw yourſelf into his 
arms! away to friendly North-Britiin, 
where © Love ſtricken maidens, ſigh 
“ no longer in vain” and leave Lord 
Wilton to finiſh his engagement with 
Morden, | the beſt way he'can You 
ought by all the. rules of novel and j 
romance, to add one more couple t to 
the Scor 8 regiſter, 5 NF 


As my good man has made no ſcru- 
ple of communicating to me, the 


connection which ſubſiſted, between 


him, 
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bim, „and a, very. deſerving, 5 Young 


| ORR, who I TE Hs to, 0 in a 


Xs writing to her,— Mr. 7 1 
had allowed her a ſettlement paid 
annually- a mode that [ diſapproved 
of, as it ſubjected her to ma any incon - 
veniences in the receipt of Ir, 


3 tile no merit to > mylelt, n re- 


— 48 1 


queſting .] Mr, F eatherſtone to revoke, . 
the ſertlement, a and transfer two thous, 


ſand pounds (Bank ſtock) to her, to | 


diſpole, of as ſhe pleaſes---from the in- 
ſtances I have heard of her conduct, 
I doubt not her future prudence. Ws 
- 
The real value of boy former all ow. 
ance, (as i it was only for life) was not. 
G4 - more, 
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5 more, Mr. Featherſtone ſays, than one 
thouſand pounds value. the additional 
tum, will enable her to live more 


at eaſc; and perhaps be the means of 
procuring her ſame CE am wor- 


thy connection. 


I would not wiſh to enter into a 


ſtate, which J hope will prove a happy 


one, with the reflection that a woman, 


who perhaps was, (except one un- 


guarded moment) as Uunimpeachable 
as myſelf; yet ſhould be miſerable 


from the ſame cauſe, that conſtituted 


my felicity. 


I will ſome time or other, ſhew 


MY 


you her anſwer, which I expect in a 


few n my Louiſa, I am ſure 
believes 


3 
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believes me, when I ſay, it will give 
me. the utmoſt pleaſure, if the poo 

girl: will put it into my power, to Wt 
of further ſervice to ger. 


, £ 
— — 


[FOE my dear Louiſa, and 
for the laſt time, I conclude myſelf, 
Tours, 


7 
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| ELIZA EGERTON.:; 
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Mis E GERT ON. 


| Mz LAMBERT, - to whom 1 
am moſt particularly obliged, has 


wrote to Mr. Cooper, to intreat his 
continuance in Ireland, till this Norm 


as over blown---1 wrote ſome time 
fince, to the ſame effect but we are 
8 aſtoniſned 
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aſtoniſned to have received no anſwer. 
Illneſs I hope in God, is not the occa- 
ſion of it! —inconſtancy I dread not! 
— Mr. Lambert and my brotl e, have 
had a very long converſation As my 
lord ſuſpected poor Cooper, Mr. 
Lambert thought it moſt proper to diſ- 
cover the ſecret, and it has ſaved me 
a great deal of confuſion and diſtreſs. 
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My lord,. he ſaid, received the ac- 
count of it more patiently than he 
could have expected. though he gave 
him very little hopes of his ever Fe- 

ing from. this terrible eee ” 


- Abit has never been Here ff AT 

. wrote . and my brother repeated to 
Lambert, he no longer eſteemed me 4 | 

: a der 
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ſiſter, than while I continued to act, as 
he would with and recommend to me. | 
He is very unkind; my dear, and I fe- 
riouſly think of accepting the aſylum 


fo friendly offered, "Off Mr. — 
hone 1 you. > Nets 


* 


ON riet HID 250% 
Lad) Wilton is very unhappy- my 
fiſters---Mifs Lambert all my friends 
are ſo; they are too ſuſceptible, not to 
partake the diſtreſs I feel, at my lord's 
inhuman behaviour to me-. I am ſtill 
775 more concerned, as my Lady Wilton's 
L ML crane fituation requires ſhe ſhould 
be kept free from — and 
1 M 


Old Mr. Cooper and Mrs. PER 
| have come back from Stretton Green, 
n finding 


The FaTAL Deezpriox. 


finding Mr. Lambert returned to Bath. 


* 


to ſet out for Devonſnire; and my 


lord it ſeems, did not even give the 
ſlighteſt intimation that he deſired their 
farther continuance—-Lucy J fancy 
goes with them, though Mr. Lambert 
deſtred Mrs. Bruce and her to accom- 
4m him! into Berkſhire. | 


Charlottes ſi, partiatiry for 
1 A gains ground every day 


ſhe has declared to me, ſhe never cart 


love any man but him—he has latelr 


treated her with more than uſual atten- 
tion, I fear becauſe he is no longer ig- 


norant of her attachment to him; and 


humaniry obliges him to pity the ef: 
ſects of an unfortunate paſſion, it 1 
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not in his power to return would to 
heaven it were Tante bu Acer. 
On er en eee ! 1920 flonsob 


1 5 heck ads 
engroſſes all his tenderneſs. —-The 
Kindneſs of his behaviour to her, pro- 
ceeds merely from compaſſion a fc 
days now will divide them, and ab- 
ſence, I hope, reſtore her uſual peace 
of mind; the nearer our ſeparation 
| 1 1 can perceive her dhl. 
| 3 a while ſince in her 
room, in the moſt affecting fituation 
She did not attempt. to ſuppreſs her 
emotion, but threw her arms round 
e reclined her head on my boſom, 


and 
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and with tears ſtreaming from her 
lovely eyes, oryed, Pity me, my 
« deareſt ſiſter ! excuſe my weakneſs, i 
“ and enable me to bear with reſig- 
nation a ſeparation from“ 
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SGrief choaked her utterance !---- 
My deareſt: Charlotte ! conſider my 
beloved ſiſter; the impropriety of 
giving way to a paſſion, when you 
„ have not the ſmalleſt reaſon to ex- 
e pect à return--- Mr. Lambert ef. 
e teems you, my dear, but accuſtom 
« yourſelf to believe he loves another 
the caſe 
© how indecent. men 
ce. my dear — 18 N 1 0 
« duet un 221 | CoM 
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&« ..-that I am convincet 
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She promiſed, ſhe —— brat 
to follow my directions, and if poſſible 
ny to forget him. How much eafier, 
my dear Eliza, the promiſe than the 
performance where there is a reci- 
procal affection, it is ſeldom free from 
uneaſineſs But a pete” paſſion 1 ' 
. be miſery in indeed. POOR 


Sir John Thornkill, who. 15 men- 
tioned to you ſome time ſince, has ap- 
plied to Lambert and his aunt, for li- 
berty to pay his addreſſes to Lucy 
Mrs. Brucg gave him a favourable re- 
-eption- - Lambert 1 thought a 
very ckkerent one; which Tam ſur- 
prized at, as it would be every way an 
unexceptionable match---he is a man 
ef character, an agreeable man, and 
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ä poſlefſed wy an | aMuent fortune: Br. 1 


LY 


Lambert told him, - -be could have no 


— 


objection to his alliance; but his ſiſter 


yu 


had lately gone through much diſtreſs _ | 


---was, very far from being in health 
and that he would not venture even to 


hint to her, any application of ſuch a 


nature leaſt her love and regard for 
him, as a brother (which he had rea- 
fon to ſuppoſe was very great) might 


prompt her to return an anſwer, with 1 


out ſufficiently ann her own in⸗ 


clination. . nl 
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Lucy's ſentiments about it, I cannot 
yet 


Ay 


deavour to render himſelf worthy of. 
her good opinion. What will, be 
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vet gueſ3---ſhe appears . reſerved in her. 
diſpoſition, though of the moſt. en- 
cltanung manners, and ſweetneſs of 
temper, . 

My ſiſter Wilton ſeems to poſſeſs 
the moſt of her confidence; yet ſhe 
news that preference ſo apreeably, 
we cannot be offended- - indeed we 
love our ſiſter too fincerely; to repine 
at any thing, otherwiſe we ſhould con- 
ſider Lucy's partiality, in no very 
ige eltimation .. 2ud cold 


Nancy Cooper is the only perſon in 
our family entirely herſelf.---Old Mr. 
Cooper is uneaſy, that Mr. Lambert 
is ſo little inclined to give him bis 
company- though whenever they are 
together, he behaves to him with ie! 
Rn. reſpe& and affection; but 

| except 
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except when he | is with his alter, or 


civility requires him to pay any little 
attention to us, he is generally alone. 


I rack my invention continually, t 
penetrate into the occaſion of. his un- 
accountable inclination for ſolitude--- 


but in vain---it cannot however, ſhade | 
his agreeable qualities, and ſeems, ra- 
ther-an incentive to the natural gene- 


ION of his ET 


He has Ai made a” ts Fre 


ſome very elegant, and expenſive toys 


to all the ladies of our party, which he 
appropriated. with great judgment to 


our different taſtes and inclinations. 


© & & 2 4 


: Butwe ce iam mereac cident ; 
acquainted n circumſtance that de- 


ſerves 
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ferves the higheſte encomiums. In. one of 
His folitary rambles, he had taken notice 
of a well looking elderly man, at work 
upon the public roads : there appeared 
to be a dejection in his countenance 
we ſeldom obſerve in poor people of 
that clafs: Lambert obſerved, he en- 
deavoured to ſelect himſelf, from his 
fellow labourers, with a view, it is 
probable, to ruminate. without diſtur- 
bance upon his misfortunes, 


Lambert, HSE melancholy thr 

of mind, makes him more fuſcepti- 
dle of feeling for the leaſt appearance 
of diſtreſs, accoſted him, and after 
a few queſtions to which he got very 
civil, but unſatisfactory anſwers, he 
demanded if he had always been ac- 
cuſtomed to labour, as he appeared 


to 
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to be too infirm, to undergo. the hard 


ſhip of the buſineks, he was then a» 
bout. gs 
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The poor creature wiping away a 
ſtarting tear, which he endeavoured to 
DI ſaid, to be ſure he was 
„ not yet inured to labour, but 
« cuſtom would make it caſier to 
him, that he truſted in the mercy 
of the Divine Power, for ſufficient 
health to enable him to provide that 
pittance the wants of a numerous and 
unhappy family required from him. 
Plenty and eaſe were not allotted 
to all, and it was a great com- 
« fort to the diſtreſſed, when they 
« had not to attribute their misfor- 
tunes to their own guilt or im- 

prudence; but could patiently re- 
« ſign themſelves, to the judgments 
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* of the almighty, and endeęavour, to 
65 the beſt of their abilities, to fulfil 
* thoſe, duty's nature demanded from | 
08 them: he had bread to procure for 
an unfortunate wife, and five chil- 
« dren; and bleſſed God he was ſtill 
% able to keep them from abſolute 
„ ſtarving”. 


I need not attempt to deſeribe how 
Lambert was affected, nor do I think 
J have occaſion to tell you, what was 
the conſequence, —He obtained the 
poor man's name, and a direction to his 
houſe, (hovel I ſhould have ſaid,) for as 
Lambert has ſince deſcribed it, even that 
name is better than it deſerved: upon 
enquiry, he found he had been a repu- 
table farmer in the neigh bourhood, where 
he had for many years ſupported a moſt 

worthy character. That many loſſes 

+; and 
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and misfortunes in Kis blaſt 
gether "with! poſſeſſing a heart too 
G6 to the wants of the indigent, 
had brought him to very low cir- 
cumltances. 


Le had however woch credit, that 
he could have continued his farm, 
but his landlord, (a wretch of 
the moſt obdurate principles, and 
whom Heaven had curſed with wealth 
and power, to be a ſcourge to man- 
kind ;) had” ſeized upon his ſtock, — 
fold his goods even to his very bed, 
and turned him and his e adrift 
to deggary ard) ö 

„Limbert g relieved their. dif” 
ſtreſs :—ſent them every neceſſary, 
cloaths, money, and proviſion : —has 
wrote to Mr. Wilſon, to fix him in 
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the firſt farm, vacant upon his eſtate. 
—And until ſuch a vacancy | may 
happen, he purpoſes to ſend, this now 
happy family, to Stretton-Green, with 
directions to Wilſon, to let them want 
for nothing. | 


I wi only hey your patience to 
inform you, how we came by the 
knowledge of this affair. —A beauti- 
ful girl, about ſixteen ruſhed into the 
room while we were at hreakfaſt this 
morning, and falling down upon her 
knees before Lambert, her hands lifted 
up, imploring bleſſings upon his head 

begged permiſſion for her mother, and 
the reſt of their family, which he had 
ſaved from deſpair, to be permitted 
to pay their gratitude and duty. 


He retired into the next room, 
not very well pleaſed I believe, at 
being 
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deing diſcovered : though in ſo lau- 
dable an action, where the ſcene was 
(he has acknowledged,) affecting be- 
yond deſcription. 


How great a bleſſing is it my dear 
Eliza, to have the power of indulging 
our benevolence in favour of deſer- 
ving objects,. — tis one of the greateſc 
pleaſures, I ſhould conceive the rich 
might enjoy :—but alas, how few in 
this age ever heard of the word os 
conceived its meaning,---you are never 
forgot by your moſt ſincerely affec- 
tionate, 


LOUISA WILTON. 
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JAMES LAMBERT, 


Mr. WILSON, StxzrTToNn GAEEx. 


| HIS will be delivered to you 
1 by a very worthy, though a very poor 
man I have had the good fortune 

to mect with him, and am thankful 
that my ſituation enables __ to re- 


Pair his misfortunes. 1 „lm 
a & ; | He 


The FATAL DeceeTIOn. 147 


He was a farmer in Somertſet- 
ſhire, much reſpected for his abilities 
in the proſeſſion, more for his innate 


goodneſs and humanity.— Lou know 


experimentally, he is not the firſt who 
has ſuffered, too _ for a charitable 
diſpoſition, 


This however, which a narrow mind- 


ed, ſelfiſh churl, would call impru- 
dence :—will not be his ſmalleſt re- 
commendation to you: the great li- 
berality of a generous mind, may by 
proper management, be reduced with- 


in the bounds of diſcretion ;—to find 
a covetous man, capable of doing a 
good ation, (without ſome proſpect of 
benefit, ariſing tohimſelf) is impoſſible, 


chendes family conſiſts of his wiſe, 
himſelf, three ſons, and two. daughters; ; 
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the four youngeſt, accompany the fa: 
ther and mother;—upon their arrival 
T have only to wiſh you to indulge 
your own natural ſenſibility of TO 
in the care of them. Dt 15 


There may be conveniencies made 
in the manſion, for their accomodation 
for a little time, without any incon- 
venience to us, — The firſt farm va- 
cant in the manor, on which he can 
decently ſupport himſelf and fatnily, 
let him be fixed, and as J have lived 
much within my fortune, ſince the 
death of my father made me the un- 
wiſh” for maſter of it; I deſire his 
farm may be completely Rocket at n 
expence. 


c | it he behaves well, which from his 
character at preſent, I cannot doubt; 
1 LO ok 
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— 
4 


let the firſt years, rent, be returned to 
himg3—unnl ſuch vacancy, happen, 1 
date ſay, you will find him a uſeful aſ- 
ſiſtant, by inſpecting the workmen, 
labourers, &c. 


I believe you have too good an opi- 
nion of me to ſuppoſe, the ſmalleſt de- 
gree of oſtentation prompted me to be 
ſolicitous, in favour of theſe diſtreſſed 
unfortunates.——I purpoſed to have 
communicated my deſigns to none but 
you, from whom indeed it was impoſ- 
ble to hide it. 8 


1 he hear - elt ſatisfaction I have e en- 
3 has moſt amply repaid me, and 
honeſt Benſon owes me nothing. —My | 
intentions in favour of this now hap- 
Py family, was (contrary to my wiſhes) 
ae by the extremity of their 1 

Weis 1 gra- | 
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gratitude 21 receive praiſes that 
ly diftreſs me, and pay a very indif-: 
ferent compliment to the reſt of man- 
kind, if the little I have done can be 
eſteemed ſo ſingular. fs" 


It has indeed had one ne ef- 
fect; if the indulgence of pity and 
benevolence, is ſo very extraordinary; 
it is highly probable the world may 
be led to judge uncharitably of my 
motives.—1 ſeek not applauſe, but 
would not wiſh to have ont, go in- 
tentions, miſconſtrued. ht 


The . beauty of the et- 
deſt daughter, (a girl of about fifteen 
or ſixteen) may ſubject both myſelf 
and her to unworthy ſuppoſitions ; to 
avoid which, I have requeſted the 
5 — will ſome of them take her 
under 
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under their protection I did not ap- 
ply to Mrs. Bruce or my ſiſter, for the, 
obvious reaſon, of our neceſſarily. 
being ſo frequently together; they are 
all anxious to oblige me, but I yet 
know not to whom ſhe will be alllotted. 


I am very unwillingly confined here 
by the calls of friendſhip :—the 555 
family are likely to be engaged i 
much contuſion z the happineſs f- 
Will. Cooper is alſo materially con- 
cerned; —and the advanced ſtate of 


Lady Wilton's pregnancy, contr, butes 


to encreaſe our apprehenſions of the 
event. ade IT 

old Mr. 8 Miss Nancy and 
Mr. Banks, purpoſe to ſer out in a 
day or two for Devonſhire; ;—Mrs, 
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Brute and ny fiter, will either ac- 
company them or accept of my eſcort, 
as ſoon as theſe very difagreeable af. 
fairs, now in agitation ſhall be ter- 
minated. 


Featherſtorie's marriage with a very 
0 worthy young lady, (a Miſs Egerton) 
* is I ſuppoſe by this time concluded. — 
| You told me, —< my own mind, 
= *© however diſtreſſed, would be re- 
$ << Heved by the reſlection of contribu- 

ting to the happineſs of my friends, 
* and oe aſſiſtance of the unfortu- 
nate.“ - have ever found it fo: 
bur am nevertheleſs unhappy. 


Let my dependants, my dear Wil. 
„ ſon, have reaſon to love me; — let 


the deſerving meet with every indul- 
gence 
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gence, and encouragement, and ſuf. 
fer not even the unworthy. to- feel 
ſeverity .. or oppre Ron. Believe 
that I am, with the ſincereſt regard, 


" » 
1 » y 4 12 . 2» & 
<< at — 2 > * F 8 
ww 
. . RX 
WT © « < tonate trie IG, | 
Si: * * b 
by F 4 * 
929 1 } 
- — * 
1 2 
* 
7 : 
- 
o? * 
5 — — , 7 
> * - 
* 
— -Y J * — 
» 7% 5 
w_ * * —— 
4 
37# > #5: * * 
«„ — = f 5 
* A * * 
N 2 * 
2 ; 1 eri 
* N 8 - : - LE 5 
A 


S "Us* y, F — 
* * 4 2 1 L 1 3 *%* £4 
Fa a * 5 $ o 1 - =, T 5 
* e { L 7 $ * of * 7 
e N 2 3 8 * we 


—  — — 
- LY 2 1 


** 
5 


2 


a> 


fl 


— 


9. 
\ 
Y 


I. 
— 


— 


154. The 'Farai Deception,” 


h 2B Ao nw ol 110-07 0h 06 HENS Sh tare; 

IN = k 4 : 25 FX 2 * 4 . — x : 1. . — 4 | : . 4 1. : Fo 4.24 14. 
133 f . 7 

135 WP il ) - $354 3 DUE $5 TY BLLMETE TEL | 18788 

Ln J 510 iir nn e eie 4 4 2 TH 


Cz ” £4 19 *. & \ $ : EC , 1 8 * 2 1 4 8 : 
of 4 4 2 a Ff £ 4 4 4 p & + wtf E 7 Sf JS 2 £ * 7 [4 4 ? 1 | | 1 { 7 LE 
| a - 4> N 2 


LADY LOUISA WILTON, 
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1. WAS a good deal wrprd to 
day, when Lambert begged 1 would 
indulge him, with a quarter of an hours 
corverſaticn this evening alone; — 
though I thought his Aden a little 
extr:ordinary, I promiſed him I would, 
and 


and knowing my brother was engaged 


out, I propoſed a walk, if he would call 
upon me about * and eſcort me. 


He was punQual 1 to the appoint- 
ment, and managed ſo well, that our 
going out together was not taken no- 


tice of.— We very ſoon, and by the 


moſt private ſtreete, got out of town. 


He continuedto hurry me on very 
faſt, and I began to be greatly alarm- 
ed, notwithſtanding my good opinion 
of Lambert, when I perceived he di- 
rected his ſteps to a little retired cot- 
tage, far from the road, or any othe 
houſe.—1 believe he faw my feats, 
23 he inſtantly ſtopped, and takirg 
hold of my hand, deſired me to place 
that confidence in him, his very high, 


16 opinion 
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Be not alarmed, (ſaid he) in 
we that cottage, which we were then 
0 very near, © I flatter | myſelf, you 
will be convinced od the __ 
«of my intentions.” eD9 

Still more aſtoniſhed, but no longer 
| heſitating; I ſuffered him to conduct 
me into a little parlour, where, leav- 
; ing me for a moment, in a ſtate of anx- 
1 iety not to be expreſſed,” gueſs my 
aſtoniſhment, when I found at my 
feet, the man for whom J have been 
ſo much diſtreſſed ; the worthieſt of 
my Eliza! 'my William; — I 
"know not at that inſtant what T felt :— 
love, friendſhip, apprehenſion, agi- 
dated me by turns; — and it was ſome 

time 
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ime, before 1 could either anſwer his 
| tender enquiries, or find words. to. eke 
eg the 1 his W gave 


Me. 2 $4 


-.— 


32 


. ² nmmrnng ern +, et = — 
» = ** 4 
K my PIP * 65 — 
— 4 = e 21 * 0 
. ; 


a 


We at length recolle&ed the friend, 
| to whom, we mutually were ſo much 
indebted, and his preſence brought 
us to reaſon and ourſelves. 1 


— wa.” 
= MDW a..aC- 4. <E Mi 


- Convinced of my Cooper's princi- 
ples and delicacy, and of my own at- 
tachment/to decency and virtue Fn... 
how dangerous the indulgence, my 
dear Eliza, of receiving careſſes from 
. the man we love.— By) the greateſt 
accident, he had received an account 
that, my marriage with. Morden, was 
determined, if not celebrated. —He di- 
rectly obtained leave of abſence, tak 
the firſt opportunity of a ſhip to. Brifc. 
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tol, and arrived at Bath two days 
ſince z--he was ſo diſguiſed that nothing 
but the prying eye of love could have 
diſcovered him. . 


At firſt, he ſays, he was determined 
to have appeared in public, truſting 
to the alteration in his dreſs ; but 
how happy am I he changed that re- 
| ſolution; I mult have found him out, 
=. and a diſcovery of that ſort in public 

might have been fatal. | 


He is very comfortably ſettled with 

a widow woman, in a ſituation where 
it is next to impoſſible he can be ſuſ- 
pected :—he was anxious we would 
ſuffer him. to ayow his paſſion to Lord, 
Wilton; — but we have prevailed. up- 
on him to avoid it for a few days, 
and with difficulty made him promiſe, 

not 


reconcile myſelf to your new appella- 
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not to ſeek a meeting with Norden.“ 
Lambert is to fee him every day; 
and I Was obliged to aſſure him, 5 
things are not * brought to extre- 
mities; 1 will again give him the 
meeting. | 
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1 have directed this to my friend, 
Eliza Egerton; — but if Mrs. Eger- 
ton has loſt that affectionate daughter, 
ſhe will I hope forward my billet to a 
Mrs. Featherſtone, who will in future 
I truſt ſupply the loſs to me, 


I rejoice, my dear girl, at your hap- 
py proſpects, and will endeavour to 


tion; — though I ſhall never recollect 55 

without Pleafbre, it was Eliza Egerton | 

with whom many years I have been 
_ cloſely © 
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cloſely and ſincerely united by a friend- 
ſhip that will never diminiſh, but will 
be transferred with additional affection 
to Eliza Featherſtone, 


by her affured, 


and moſt affectionate, 


" 7 
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LOUISA WILTON. 
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Mr. FEATHERSTONE, 
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Lode: Loursa WILTON 


My dear Louiſa, 


M Y adventures are effectually 
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finiſhed, dwindled into that houſehold 


piece of furniture, a wife; and what 


is more extraordinary, determined to 


be an unfaſhionable one; - I ſhall now 
we quite at liberty, and more experi- 
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mentally qualified to nn * om 
di Rreſſes. ; a 171 


I will not attempt to entertain you, 
with the ſtupid account of our pro- 
ceſſion to church the raptures or 
delicate behaviour of my, what ſhall 1 
call him Louiſa? - the ſplendour of 


my cloaths, jewels, &c. I refer you to 


the firſt novel you lay your hands up- 
on, for the deſcription only let me 


premiſe; - that being neither aſhamed _ 


of myſelf, or my huſband, {there's 
for you, my dear.) I acquitted my 
ſelf, my mother ſays, with becoming 
prudence, and diſcretion: — I have 
been two days married and have 
not yet repented giving my hand, 
(J really bel ve) to a very . ö 
fellow. 


Let 
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Loet me not forget to acquaint you, 


with an inſtance of my confidence in 
him, for which I expect to receive, 
at leaſt I deſerve his thanks. 


Wo remember, I ſuppoſe, that for- 
mal ' troubleſome cat, Lady Lamb, 
ſhe came, three or four days ſince, to 
Groſvenor-ſquare, in the moſt violent 
hurry, to give me a piece of intelli- 
gence about my John, which ſhe ſaid, 
ſhe hoved would be ſufficiently early, 
to prevent me facrificing myſelf to a 
man of intrigue. —I ſtared you may be 
ſare, and begged to know what ſhe' 


meant; —but well convinced ſhe' was 
a peeviſh, malevolent goſſip; I deter- 
mined not to give the leaſt credit to her 
tale. Sir Jacob, her ſagacious, pru- 


dent, virtuous Sir Jacob, had ſeen 
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een che e man go into en of 
| eee Daft loo vey I 


It told her badphipp t ON Mr. Fes "eas 
therſtone was maſter of his own ac- 
tions; but poſſibly Sir Jacob might 
be deceived, if it was not ſo, I ſaid 
people might be induced upon parti- 
cular occaſions, to go to bad places, on 
laudable purpoſes; that let it be as it 
would, I was ſorry, on her Ladyſhip's 
account, to find Sir Jacob ſo n ac- 
quainted with them. — 


Enraged to find I paid no regard 
to her information, and offended with 
my inſinuation, about her baronet, ſhe 
could no longer hold her temper, but 
downright abuſed me ;— ſhe ſaid I was 
a "giddy, fooliſh girl; and ſhould 
ſaan find to my coſt the conſequence = 

2 Ta; : | of 
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of ſlighting her friendly intelligence; 
I évery cooly reminded her, that pro- 
priety would not admit, of her Lady- 
ſhip's playing the fool, any where but 
in her own houſe, and ringing the bell, 
left her to her own comfortable re- 
bettina. ao . 28w 31. it bn © 


en | fuſpeing Featherſtone of 
weakneſs or: deceit, and perfectly aſ 
ſured of his honour! I married him 
the next * much for Lady: 
Lamb.— nino 
Featherſtone propoſes with my ap- 
probation, to reconnoitre his eſtate in 
Yorkſhire, where it ſeems he is much 
with you to town, and go with us, 
we ſhall form ſuch, a charming: 
tie — J ſhall be enchanted. 
IG We 


* 
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Wie have a new poſt coach build- 
ing for the purpoſe, if you can't per- 
ſuade your man to bring you off.— 
Put yourſelf under the protection of 
mine, who I will ditparch to you for 
that purpoſe, upon the ſlighteſt i ntt- 
mation of your concurrence. 


My good man iN aber 
your affairs will very ſoon take a fa- 
*vourable turn, but will not ' oblige 
me by communicating his reaſons. — 
1 ſhall not find it difficult, to for- 
give his reſerve upon the _—_ 
"if __ oma is well founded. 


4 þ 1. 


1 5 | Your meeting with Chops was 
a little romantic, I love Lambert for 
his good offices to you both, he is 

"certainly very convenient, and it would 

be a pity, if buſineſs of his own was 

tte: 10 


to prevent him employing ſuch» uſe· 


ful talents, in favour of his friends. 


It was fortunate for you that he 
made the chird perſon, at your in- 


terview with Cooper! I began to trem- 
ble at the accounts of your love, 


friendſhip, and apprehenſion, to which 


add opportunity —Iis tender enqui- 
ries, might have been too powerful, 
for my friends prudence or recollec- 


tion, and I was very happy to find 
Lambert's preſence, had brought you 

to reaſon, and yourſelves, how much 

ſoever you may be convinced of his 


delicacy, and principles, if you object 


to our Yorkſhire ſcheme, can't "oh 


e Banks to help you. 43 


4 * 3 


A 


"om it — are going to 
repeal that odious marriage act, and 
5 | | and 
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and he may perhaps be permitted to 
ſay grace to you, without fear of tranſ- 
portation,.— forgive my trifling, it is 
merely to keep up your ſpirits. 


When I ceaſe to be anxious for 
my friend, may I no longer live !— 
The felicity of your Eliza, very ma- 
terialy depends upon yours, but I 
will not give way to imaginary 
fears, and am ſtrongly poſſeſſed with 
hopes, you will be as completely 
happy, as I ſhould now be, was 
it not in the ſhare I take, in 
every thing that affects my Louiſa, 
this ought to convince you, that even 
Miſs Egerton did not love you more 
fiacerely than, 


ELIZA FEATHERST ONE. 
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+ St 
55431 7 #4 oe 


Mr. LAMBERT, 


Mr. FEATHERSTONE. 


V * E have been in the Seat con⸗ 5 


fuſion — Lord Wilton received let- 
ters from Ireland, tliat gave an ac- 
count, of Cooper's return to England: 
incenſed at this intelligence, he com- 
municated it to old Mr. Cooper; 
Vol. II. 1 "with 
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with his „ Kilons, for ſuppoſing jag It it to 


be on his liter Lady Loviſa' $ S\acconhy . N 


1. 


| M7 


& 7 cannot forgive his Lordſhip dit ; 
treſſing that worthy old man, about 
an affair, where his interference 1 am 
convinced, will have no effect bs 
It has made him very unhappy, and 
will urge him perhaps to treat his 
ſon, with a ſeverity he is far from 


deſcrving. 


No one is blamable in my opinion 
but his Lordſhip, who, I do not ſcru- 
ple to declare has acted ty Fance and 


| me Jolly. 


This enen a letter was brought 
me from old Mr.“ Cooper, incloling 
one for his fon! which I am to for- 
ward to him, as ſoon as I am infor- 

med 
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Mr. Cooper [ be-. a 
lieve, ſu ppoſes me to be in the ſer N 


med where he 1 18.— 


cret but very judiciouſly does not ſeem 
to do ſo, he is not violent in his ex- 


preſſions, about our friend WilPs con- 
duct, but feflares to me, he is ſe⸗ . 
and will never be | 
N to . 4 till he has recovered | 
Lord Wilton” $ former friendſhip, and 
good opinion, a matter not a little dif- 


1 


ficult. 


He intends to ſet out to-morrow 
morning, 


I am juſt going to ſee Cooper, and 


will finiſh. this upon my. return, af 


fairs now draw nigh upon a con- 


1 2 dluſion, 


with his daughter Nancy, 

for Hartley-Point, and deſires as ſoon 5 
as agrecable to us, that Mrs Bruce, 2 
my ſiſter and, I will follow him. 


2X. a one e ee an OE . reg HAT 
: _—__ a+. < . 
7 1 W. EMT p” * * * 


272 The Farar Daczr rio. 


cluſion, and one way or es. muſt 
1 80 terminate. 


dener was much affected, upon re- 
ceipt of his father's letter ;—*< he ſaid, 
allowing for the miſrepreſentation of 
his apparent imprudence, it was more 
ec affectionate, than he could have ex- 
e pected, but was from that very cir- 
66 3 more diſtreſſing”, 
| - 226 ved to fe Lon Wilton and 
his father, and I found it impoſſible 
to diſuade him, —He alledged, It was 
highly diſhonourable to Lady Louiſa, 
andhis'own character, to remain incon- 
-cealment: all I could prevail upon 
him, was to ſuffer me to give his fa- 


| ther notice of his deſign. 


The 
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T beoldgentleman received him, with 
a mixture of affection, and diſpleaſure 
on his countenance !—* I had a ſon” 
ſaid he, © the pride of my life, do I 
now fee him ſuch as I wiſh, is he 
come to atone, for the unhappineſs 
his imprudence has occaſioned, in a 
* family to whom we owe ſo many 
25 ns. LES Wl 1 


Cooper plc his 9 palflia * Lady 
Louiſa, was involuntary, and too deep- 
ly fixed, ever to be eraſed ! he intreated 
him to recollect, the great merit of 
of Lady Louiſa, that her Ladyſhiip 
was independant, and had condeſcended 
to acknowlege a reciprocal regard. 


« I ſet out-tomorrow morning, 
% continued old Mr. Cooper, to De- 
vonſhire, let your promiſe, to relin- 


L 3 + quiſh 


- — 7 eG" ee 3 __ — 
. 4 — 5 
* 
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„ quiſh all thoughts of Lady Louiſa 


| 6 and an nec return to Ireland, 
A reeſtabliſh you in 1 my affe&tion”.- — 


I revere, I love my father AY 
Cooper, let him not cruelly expect 1 im- 
poſſibilities? ( am not then to ex- 


* pect you will oblige me?] can 
never relinquiſh Lady Louiſa, but with 
J life.— farewell Mr. Lambert, replied 

his father, and was quitting the room, 


when Lady Louiſa opened the door, 
and fell; at his feet. — Why does good 
= Mr. Cooper wiſh to deſtroy | me, 
112 an unjuſt ſeverity to his ſon, 

* he is poſſeſſed of my tendereſt af- 


4 fection, which he acquired with- 


4 101 


« out ſolicitation.” attribute my at- 


| tachment, to the effect of his me- 
rit alone, and blame yourſelf, for pro-. 
ducing a ſon, ſo amiable and Wor- 
thy to be loved. 


Ceaſe 


The Farar DECEPTION. 37s 


Ccaſe then, my dear S. to 10 in 


T1! [1iF 


tection, forgive your ton, and Kindly 


join in endeavouring to procure my 
RN concurrence. 

Is The old man was melted by this un- 
- expected addreſs, Cooper and her Lady - 
ſhip ſeized his hands, which kneeling 
| they repeatedly kifſed !—why my chil- 
dren do you require a thing from. me 
too Hattering to refuſe, Was 1 not well 
convinced, 155 Lord Wilton's abſolute 
; diſinclination —1 joined very wafmily 
in ſolicitating him to forgive Cooper, 
and at leaſt to remain neuter, if | he 


would not be prevailed upon to aſſt 


51 


3 


us, in an n application to Lord Wi Iron. 


We were juſt then interrupted by IN 


Lordſhip ! who ſtarting at the fight 
| 14 e 


FT 17 


EE 


« 
ORC rn pn ms gr rv 


— . 
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2 
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of Cooper, | exclimed.!; 1 requeſted 
your friend Sir, would prevail upon 
| you to avoid me—* Concious, my 
Lord, no action has made me deſ- 
* + picable, I cannot ſubmit. to avoid 
any man:”—You have uſed me 
ill Cooper, you have ſeduced the af- 
fections, of a a fooliſh romantic girl, 
and interfered with all my proſpects 
for her intereſt, and my own conve- 
= nience, a charge you cannot deny, and 
| for which, I expect moſt ample ſatis- 
1 faction. 1 


Ah cruel brother ſaid Louiſa and | 
inſtantly fainted, Lord Wilton was 
alarmed ! it was long before ſhe came 
toherſelt: when ſhe ſhewed ſome ſigns of 
recoyery, old Mr, Cooper inſiſted upon 
it Wil. ſhould withdraw, | 


This 
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2 KS. : 

This at laſt he very nd con- 
ſented to.—Lord Wilton told Hin, 
he ſhould” expect him to account 281 
his conduct, the firſt opportunity, and. 
he wiſhed for his father and ſiſter, 
and their former friendſhip, that he 
N eifectual boy ors himſelf. 

Cooper bowed, and ſaid he mould 
at all times be ready to convince him, 
of the very ſincere regard, he ever bad 
entertained, for Roy Lordſhip and fa- 
_—— a l 


4 


4a 
4. * 4 .4 4 # 


Lady. Louiſa jooked round for 
Cooper, and miſſing him, I was. 
afraid of her relapſing into another 
fit, the tears ſtreaming from her love- - 
ly eyes. Can my brother, can Told 
Wilton, ſhe ſaid, inhumanly deſtroy” N 
his wife and ſiſter, by taking 


* : the 
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the life ef a brother, and lover, juſt- 
Iy*eſteemed, or by the ſacrifice of his 
own ?—that ! it is probable, ſaid my 
Lord, will not be the caſe, matters 
may very likely be accommodated, 
without coming to extremities :—but 
you have a certain means in your own 
power! give your hand to Sir William 
Morden, and I am Cooper's friend: 
Lead me dear Mr. Cooper,” giving 
her hand to him, from the preſence 
of a load void of ene or My 
wanity.” — | 


I had not patience, with the obdu- 
racy of his diſpoſition !—Mr. Cooper 
has conſented to poſtpone his intended 

journey for a ſew days: and I have 
promiſed Lady Louiſa, to be conſtant- 
ly with Will. Cooper, that I may, (if 
poſſible) prevent a meeting, between 
2 - } © my 


m 20: and him 2 which ef | 
1 ons. - ah a reaſon,, to. be ap | 
IPD Shi 1 71 ai amo! 
Em Sig. 210.4. 
Hoy. many 1 e je 
probable. be made, wretched by Lord 
W iron? $ curſed, connection with Mor- 
den! 2 connection, t that (without G90 
has ſprung, from deęp indiſeretion, 
R are annie, Lak Louiſa, tells 
me l. * hy am I to receive that intel- 
ligence, from any but yourſelf Plt 
accounts however, for your neglect- 
ing a piece of buſineſs, I ſome time 
ſince requeſted Jou to do for me. — 
TR 
| My muff box, it may appear trifling, 
but to me is of ſerious conſequence. 
Negle i It no longer, if you value me. 


the recollection of the place, were I 
1 6 _ 


$44 
4 6 
” » Fl 


— 


— wy 9 non : 


— —— — > <—_—_—_— 
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left it, reproaches me ſeverely for my 
folly.— The partner you wiſhed me to 
engage with that evening, I ſuppoſe 
has preſerved it :—ſhe appeared ten- 
der and ſenſible, I was not ungenteel 
to her, and dare ſwear ſhe will re- 


turn it, without repugnance : —I eſteem 


it valuable. May the happineſs denied 
to me, be doubly experienced by my 
friend! I congratulate Mrs. Feather- 
ſtone and you, very ſincerely, and wiſh 
you may never know forrow, but my 
name, 


PFPours 


moſt aſſuredly, | 
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Tu E happineſs I experience in 
the poſſeſſion of a valuable wife, you 
are reaſonable enough to think, a tole. 
rable apology, for not writing ſooner, 
nothing is wanting to make my felicity 
complete, but a knowledge that my 
friends are equally fortunate. 

Lou 


wy IR 


r r eo 
. 
- 


—— 


. 
. 


— — — —— 
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Jou may have ſupppoſed, the com- 
miſſion you intruſted me with, | eaſily 
executed if ſo, vou was egregiouſly 
miſtaken ;—a new married man, can 
find few opportunities to leave his 


bride, for the tranſaction of ſecret bu- 


fineſs ;—and you will admit, the place 
where you required me to go, demand- 
ed on my own account, much circum- 
ſpection. | 


The moſt fortunate. events, fre- 


quently ariſe, from ſimple and trifling 


circumſtances; — ſuch I hope, the ſearch 
of the box, will prove to Cooper. 


I demanded a private audience of 


your nymph, and after the uſual com- 
pliments, begged her to reſtore the box 
you had left behind you, if in her 
* or if not, that ſhe would 


employ 
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employ her addreſs; to recover it for 
you, being a family one, containing 
the portrait of a very near relation; 
and that ſhe might reſt aſſured, you 


would amply recompence her for the 
trouble. 


5 Aster ſome heſitation, ſhe acknow- 
ledged to have found the box, but 
declared it was not then in her poſſeſ- 
fion ;—ſhe ſaid ſhe had taken no no- 
tice to the family of her having it, ex- 
petting you to call for it, and means 
ing to preſerve it for you but o 
ſerving the ſecret ſpring, ſhe diſ- 
covered the picture, the beauty of 
which diſpleaſed her, and ſhe- deter- 
e to ſecret l. i e 
Sbe ei the n 45 . 
poſition, had influenced her ſtrongly 
wear kb 
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in your n chat the Was . 

with your great fenfibiliry, and con- 

feſſed ſhe wiſhed moſt ferventiy, to 
have made an impreſſion, upon your 
heart. | 8 : FEA 12 A 


You are a dangerous Fellow Lam- 
bert, you ſee, when even in your 
gloomy ſituation of mind, you could 
inſpire a courtezan with love; - ſenſible 
of the difficulties I ſhould have, if I 

| | ſuffered her to continue in an error, 

I told her, the object ought not to 
have given her ben * 1 was 
wr pow R = 


. nk ey, Sir, 1s the de at Bath! Pe 
ſhe is:“ an acquaintance of Lord 
e 'Wilton's ? exactly. though 1 
cannot at preſent reſtore the picture, 
I may poſſibly do ſome ſervice to 


* 


1 4 | 
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& your friend.” — 4 am all N 
madam, eren er; if in your 
power to ſerve Mr. Lambert; be cer- 
tain he is incapable of ingratitude. 


A gentleman, Sir, a Mr. Wallace, 
« who viſits in this houſe, has, con- 
% trary to my wiſh, attached himſelf to 
* mez---he by ſome means, got the 
box into his hand, and my curioſity 
being excited, I ſhewed him the 
tc picture, as he has a general acquain- 
* tance, wiſhing to be informed, what 
% happy woman it repreſented, but 1 
e have not ſince been able to prevail 
* upon him, either to give me the 
4 information I deſired, or return me 
„ the box. Endeavouring yeſterday - 

< to get it from him, (in ſtrugling F 

ſuppoſe) he dropt this letter, which 
I afterwards found : from what 
u 
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you have told me, it appears of the 
© greateſt conſequence to your friend, 
and I ſhall think myſelf happy in 
contributing every thing in my 
power, to the ſafety or ſervice, of 
* him and his connections. 5 


Opening the letter, J found it a 
compound of villainy from Morden 
to Wallace z -pray, madam, may 1 
:aſk, what, ſituation, Mr. Wallace is in, 
and if you know of any intimacy, be- 
tween him and Sir nne Morden ? 2 


9 Mr. e 0 ufual y lives 
{$expenfively, and I believe is depen- 
e dant upon Sir William, as I have 
heard the latter, very angry. at his 


- -*. extravagance.” 
1. madam, as to give me a direction 


— © Be ſo kind, 


* t 
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"ee to Mr. Wallace; and take no no- 
«tice ors WOng * Toy berwixt Us. 


PE? 
— 9 


N ride was Toft, P found ehe en- 
tleman at his chambers; and intro- 
duced myſelf by telling him, I waited 


upon him, for a certain ſnuff-box of 
yours, which he had got into his poſ- 


ſeſnon, (I preſumed with an inten- 
tion to reſtore to the proper owner) 
he had the box, was his anſwer, but 


did not think himſelf authorized to 


part with it, till he was aſſured 1 — 
a „ to demand 1 it. 

I 687 ſaid, I could 82e aprt 
to find him ſo ſcrupulous i in reſtöring 
what he had obtained, in ſo very 2 
traordinary a manner. Who ate 
you, that take upon you to treat 
me, with ſo little ceremony?“ | 
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A Friend, Sir, to the virtuous dif- 
treſſed, an enemy to villainy, a deteſter 
of unworthy dependants, and their 
ſtill more obnoxious principals z—IN a 
word, Sir, I am Mr. Lambert's friend, 
a deſpiſer of Sir William Morden, 
eonſequently not much inclined to 
have a better opinion of you, than 
your conduct deſerves. 05 


V ou muſt firſt convince me, Sir, 
« before I make any reply to ſuch 


e impertinent inſinuations, by what 


Me authority you take upon you, to 
$6; Agen me g. diſreſpectfully. 0 


e Return me the box, you carried 
off from ***** court, if you wiſh 


to avoid a proſecution for felony.” 
From what part of my conduct, do 
vou 
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% you dare to make uſe of * Gee 


40 EL 


anexpreſſion | * 
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60 The confident of Sir William 
60 Morden, ſaid I, who can be ac- 
55 quainted with his villainy, and 
5 ſcruple o aſſiſt in bringing him 
* to Juſtice, and expoſing him to 
the world, deſerves doth contempt 
and puniſhment ;—do you know 
this hand writing, Sir? not giving 
< him time to recovet himſelf, the 
« contents you are no ſtranger to; 
« Sir William Morden knows you, 
Sir; did you juſtly deſerve the name 
Hof gentleman ? durſt hey profligate 
nas he is, communicate with ſo:much 
freedom, the infamy of his paſt con- 
ce duct and the villainy of * fun 
755 intentions ? 


Kh 
La 


* 
* 


LAY 
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Tou appear a man of honor, 
Sir, (ſaid Wallace) the dependange 
“Lam obliged to ſubmit to, from 
„Sir William Morden, neceſſarily 
<« obliges me to be privy, to many of 


* his deſigns, which, though, I may 


% not approve, I nevertheleſs cannot 
prevent; — this ought I think to c 
« preſerve me from being treated with 
* ſo much n | 


The man 1 3 a 990d Ya | 
ce cation, and any knowledge of the 
& world, can prefer a vile abject ſtate 
« .of dependance, even to poverty, 
« with an irreproachable character, de- 
ſerves neither our aſſiſtance or com: 


“ paſſion.” 
« I am unfortunate, Sir, but not 


2 RI Yemen $6 The man who is vil- 
lainy's 
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* E 
* — 


lainy's abettor will ſeldom recieve 
1 ſofter appellation —1 ſhall be 
99 glad to be (deceived in my opinion, 
but if your principles are not in- 
« tirely corrupted, by your communi- 
« cation with Sir William, the future 


« decteſtation of your paſt connec- 
tion, will beſt prove your ſincerity, 


He returned me the box, and beg- 


ged I would permit him to wait upon 
me to-morrow, ' when, he "ſaid, he 


hoped to convince me, he was not ſo 


very culpable; as I ſuppoſed him. He 


has promiſed moſt fervently not to 


take any meaſures in favour of Mor- 
den, but communicate to me my 4 


direction he receives from ini. 


iP! iatloſe you the Aber a letter, 


worth a million, as it fortunately ex- 
2 NA plains 
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plains enough to convince Lord Wil- 
ton, of Sir William's baſeneſs, which, 


together with the diſcoveries I ex- 
pect to make from Wallace, will, I 
hope, preſerve you all from the bad 
effects of his ſcandalous intentions. 
extricate my Lord, from this wretche's 


power, and enable him to do juſtice 


to the worth of our friend, and the 
tenderneſs of Lady Louiſa, 


My wife! I never ſuppoſed myſelf of 
half the conſequence till now, gives 
me ſo many careſſes, for the ſervice {: 


have done our mutual friends, I re- 
quire no acknowledgement from you 
or Cooper, the reward I receive from 


my Eliza, is all I wiſh, When Ican 
think of any thing but her ;—You ſee 


you have no reaſon to complain of my 
forgetfulneſs. 
5 I have 


— * * 8 
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* 


I have wrote you a very long 
letter, and it is now her right, to ex- 
pect ſome of my attention. —I fly to 
her, my friend, to the ſource of my 
Felicity get a wife, Lambert, if you 
hope to be happy.—I am yours moſt 


truly, 


I. FEATHERSTONE, 


F ˖˙Ü 
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I Am glad to find it is poſſible, to 
get the better of your ridiculous ſcru- 
ples---though at a greater price than I 
chuſe in future to indulge you with. 
I can ſcarce be brought to conceive 
mow” were e pretendedly fo---in order to 

extract 
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extract that aſſiſtance from me, my | 
friendſhip never hitherto refuſed you— | 
but I will not ſubmit to theſe frequent 
fits of puſillanimous contrition. 


1 80 you, Mr. Wallace! you 
are acquainted with me---as I have al- 
ways indulged myſelf in the gratifica- 
tion of my paſſions have, you muſt 
allow, ever ſupported you in the ex- 

travagance of yours, when they did 
not claſh with my own. — What I de- 
mand in return, and on which muſt de- 
pend your a future. expectations from i 5 
me, is a ready concurrence with ,my,.,.. 
deſigns; and an active aſſiſtance, when 
my affairs make it neceſſary to s * 
it. In the mean time, trouble me 
with no more of your ſermons, and at- ! 

Pet K 2 tempt 5 3 | 


* 3 5 _ 
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1010 
tempt not to offer advice, which you 


-know I. cannot approve, and muſt be 
convinced + will never a 8 


The 1 note will keep vou in 
* e for a while, and enable Jou 
to continue ſome time longer, your 
_ profuſe. diſtribution of it, upon that 
inanimate being, to whom I am con- 
5 nee 105 are the greateſt dupe. 
y Von are ſurpriſed, you TEN at 
my having proceeded ſuch lengths with 
Wilton, and when I have fo nearly ac- 
-*,compliſhed my purpoſe, agree to an 


unaccountable delay---Louiſa was, it 


is true, my principal obje&t---ſhe was a 


Hhandſome, and pleaſed me her for- 
tune, not deſpicable — Rut I will can- 
didly 


4 
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4 5 "ys 
STS 1 


didly acquaint you— pride more than 


tow ies 
love determined me to exert Every 


enn, lawfol' or otherwiſe to obtain 
her-—ſhe treated me with inattention, 
if not diſreſpett—this rouſed my re- 
bentment and as the only means to 


| complete my- purpoſe, was getting 


Lord Wilton into my power---I re- 
ſolved to proceed upon that plan.— 
Lou are no ſtranger to the means by 


which 1 effected it, or the conſequence, 


if 1 in ſuch a time, Lord Wilton does 


not procure his ſiſter's conſent to marry 
me. | | | 


" IJ depended much upon her brother's 
influence, and I believe ſhe might,” by 


this time, have been intitled to a ſepe- 
rate maintenance out of my eſtate; 


K 3 (well 


e + LO rat Loa n 1 


and perſeverance. 8 


ä — HV 
F a - 
Ly 


198 TheF aTat Pferpr low. 


; well convinced I thouta! have been 


a red of her in a fortnight) if an at- 


2411 


rach ment the i creature had taken | 


Ir 


Sia her with inttepty to oppoſe 


the will of her brother, with Readincls 


10 180407 
. wo LO : - 


am now going to diſcover to you, 


the motive which at preſent actuates 
we, and which will account to you, 


for my apparent negligence in an af- 


| fur that J have taken fuch conſiderable 


pains, and uſed ſuch dangerous me- 


. thods to accompliſh.----A puny git 
p "from Portugal, has robbed the fair 


Loulſa of all my tenderneſs.conſe- 
quently lowered my reſentment. I 


would be content to accept the half- 


forfeit 
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Aorfeit of Wilton's engagement, and 
give her a general diſcharge, could 1 
1 be. aſſured of ſucceeding with. Miſs 
| Lambert---but | ſhe appears to have no 
paſſions- and her brother, haughty 
and reſerved has expreſſed his diſap- 
probation of me perſonally, and in 
terms moſt provoking. 


1 pe: 3 a great * daring game to 
3 pr dig in which it is likely, I may aſſign 

you a capital part ſo let me hear of 
no more qualms of conſcience. Nou 
and I are too far advanced in libertin- 
iſm, to cut a figure in the world, in 
any other character. Fou ſee I make 
free with myſelf, therefore ſhall make 
no apology to you. £ 


K 4 Lam- 
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. may forget the freedom of 
his ſentiments-Lord Wilton's eftate 
ſhall make me forget the indignitie; 1 
have ſuffered from his haughty ſiſter ; 


2 and Lucy ſhall, by force or intreaty, 


gratify my pleaſure and revenge—itill 
J can effectually ſtrike the blow, I me- 
ditate, I avoid ſuſpicion by appearing 
ſatisfied and moffenſive. Be ready t. 
a moment's warning, to follow my 4 
reRions 3 3,0f which L will re vo 


t * T; . 4 782 
FFT 13 | | Pa HO HD! 


I wa la ſay be faithful, your 5 
cence and diſcretion, will neceſſarily g 
put you in mind, you have been too 
deeply concerned in bad affairs of mine 
already, as well as your own, to to re. 


cant with impunity. 
£047; W. MORDEN, 


_— 


Sir 
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From the ſame to the fame. 


3 


| HIS will be delivered to you, 
when you have leiſure to reflect upon 


your fooliſh ſtupidity and unparalleled 


ingratitude to your beſt. benefactor. 
7 dus 92093 
iy received your letter ich \ aftgniſh- 54 
ment and contempt-----deſpiſe your, 
meanneſs, and will ſeverely puniſh, Vs 
for a failure in that friendſhip, I haye 
| K 5 given 
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ns jeſuitical inſinuation, that you 
dropt my letter, through inadvertance, 
E give no more credit to, than to your 
pretended reſolutions, of avoiding in 
future, the irregularities, the vices (as 
you are pleaſed to call them) I have 
ted you into.---Your aſſumed preten- 
Gon to candour, in giving me infor 
mation, of your having made a ſolemn 

promiſe, to communicate to Lambert's 
friends all I write, and wiſhing me to 
decline all future correſpondence with. 
you, is a ſubterfuge too ridiculous, to 
anſwer any other end, than making 
the parties you are now emiſſary for, 
2 vou, as much as Ido. I would 
it, 1 have 


if by making yourſelf a complete vil 
lain, you had effectually betrayed me, 
as you might have done, by hypo- 
eriſy; as it is, the diſcovery from the 


meaſures I have taken, will be no great 


obſtruction tomy deſignsʒ but will make 
a art n for Ii W a 


The land; I Pt aid of 


you ſome time ſince, for five hundred 


pounds; obtained of you, for the very 
purpoſe I now uſe it, will not be ſo 
chearfully diſcharged by your preſent 
employers, as I ſhould have canceled 
it, had you not betrayed me] had you 
not forgot all obligations to me in 
ſhort, had you not been a cowardly 


ſcoundrel---your pretended repentance i 
K 6 Pro- 
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have allowed you ſome degtee of merit: 
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| proceeds from fear, and you will ap- 


pear to be honeſt, no longer than you 
dare be otherwiſe.---In priſon your ge- 
mus will-be cramped and if it is poſ- 
ſible you can be ſorry for any part of 
your conduct, it is the. place in the 
world maſt likely to make you fo.---- 
Where, as the laſt proof of my regard, 


I have eſtabliſhed you, and where, I 


dare ſay, you will not fail, to. repent - 
your folly, and the baſeneſs of your 


behaviour, to. 


* 
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I Communicated to Lord Wilton, 
the contents of Morden's letter to Wal- 


lace: the diſcovery was providential, 


and I forget my folly, in going to that 
place of intrigue, fince it will be pro- 


ductive of happineſs, to Cooper and 


Lady Louiſa. 


* 
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ou will readily conceive all that 

bas happened, when I tell you Lord 
Wilton is gone abroad, and Morden 
has reccived the juſt reward of his 
yillainy ;—he is PR alive, ut not ex · 
N io recover. Int 11 


1 51 


The morning ** Lord Wikon 4-4 
9g of Morden's infamy, he 
brought me ſecurities upon his eſtate, 
for twenty thouſand pounds, the a- 
mount of which, he begged I would 
aſſiſt him with, to diſcharge the bond 
Morden had againſt him; — the money 
I have in the ſtocks, at the inſtant 
put it in my power to {erve him. 


He told me, (under the ſtrongeſt 
injunction not to divulge it, till after 
the meeting) that convinced of Mor- 
den's conſummate villainy, he could 

| _ 


* 
— 


by; 
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no longer bear to think of his wn 
folly and injuſtice, in ſo warmly inted 
reſting” himſelf in favour of his al 
Hance, with Lady Louiſa:— he decla- 
red, though her concurrence would 
ſtill fulfil the condition of his bonct, 
and conſequently fave the forfeiture 
of the fam J lent him, he would not 
. On any conſideration ſubmit to the 
terms that he never would have en- 
couraged the thought, if he had not 
till then, had a tolerable opinion of his 
diſpoſition and principles. But it was 
now plain, he had ſcandaluouſſy imd 
poſed upon him, for * Wo nn 
teverely account. i 14 


11 find the debt was incurred at Play, | 

and Morden, my Lord told me, pro- 

poſed to accept his bond for the money, 8 
conditionally, if he was not able ta 
Pre- 

W 
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prevail upon his W to 3 * hana 
within the e two — a3} 1200 
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| — was ac much appear” 

| - ance of candour and generoſity: in 
| this proceeding, and we cannot altoge- - 
ther condemn Lord Wilton's being in- 
tereſted in his | favour; though it is 
ſcarce poſſible to ſuppoſe, (if we may 
judge from the tenor of his: Accel 

* * meant W 0 ie 


y ichn 
been 3 into an active part of 
the affair: not finding it poſſible to 
decline the warm ſolicitation of Land 5 
8 to attend him as his . | 


SS. vow eG. an i ant 2 
| the general practice of duelling, where 
{| from trifling punctilios, friends are un- 


58 * 
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der the enten of engaging a 
where miſrepreſentation, and a falſe 


ſenſe of honour, frequently exclude, 

that juſt conceſſion which conſcience, 

would otherwiſe prompt the blamable 

party to offer; and by that more ho-: 

nourable method, preſerve a worthy» 

individual to ſociety, in his own per- 

ſon, or ſave him from the dreadfuk 

reflection, of firſt unthinkingly offen. 

ing, and then as unjuſtly n 

1 the man he 2 wart I 
Clearly ed me F Acacia 

my diſapprobation of duelling, is conſi- 

ned principally to the unhappy miſun- 

derſtanding betwixt friends, where pride 

will not liſten to a reaſonable accom- 

modation. But there are caſes happenz-.: 

where a rencouutre becomes indiſpenſi- + 1 

bly necceſſary. RE 

Suck 
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| affair, between Lord Wilton and Mor- 


| den, who under his hand, has acknow- 
[ ledged his contemptible and unworthy 
F opinion of his Lordſhip: and family, 


the ſubſtance of his letter, implies his 
having fraudulently impoſed upon 
| him, and declares the ſtrongeſt inten- 
tions of future miſchief. Speedy and 
effectual meaſures were certainly re- 
quired, to counteract ſo n a 
| lin, 17 i in 
1 5 ſaid I was unwillingly pre- 
VvVoailed upon, to attend Lord Wilton as 
ſecond. Between men of honour, when 
the caſe unhappily admits not of ac- 
commodation, none are required, but 
Shut where foul play, or miſrepreſenta- 
tion may reaſonably be apprehended, 
r e 190) it 


4 "Ef 


The FarAL DRECEPTIo W. 217 


it then becomes eſſential; „though 
diſagrecable to myſelf,” on this aeebunt 


| "alone, I took the IE with Wilton. 
Remember that 1 have is in 
few words, at the beginning of my 
Fetter, infined ou the conſequences 
of our meeting; conſequences, which 
I hope, will turn out happily for our 


friends; therefore accuſe me not of 


an unſeaſonable diſſertation, which the 
nature of the ſubject drew from me; 
without further comment, receive the 


FOO 


In my Lord's name 1 ee opon 
Morden, paid him the money; 
and received a ſufficient diſcharge.— 


To do the wretch juſtice, he wan 
ted not courage, but aſſured me, he 


would be ready to meet my Lord, 


* W - 
* 
- 
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og decide the quarrel, when, and 
„ W he pleaſed. —He knew, he faid ſaid, 
he” occaſion of my Lord's reſent ba 
was from an intercepted letter, that 
his confidence in a raſcal had indy- 
ced | him to write. —He was aboye Lig. 
Suiſe, and avowed the letter contain- 
ing his genuine ſentiments. 33 
11 told him for the preſent, 1 ſhould 
wave the inſult he had given me in 


roy in Lord pion: s name, to 


wy Fo & 


| "ings. a little out "of town, upon the | 


"Briſtol road. The choice of WEAPONS 
depended on himſelf ;—ſwords he ſaid 
ſhould decide i it upon pointing out 
the difficulty of convey ing them out of 
Bab. (where none are permitted to be 
worn without giving ſuſpicion; ,—he 


+ | Judiciouſly propoſed. his ſecond, or 


1 SS ſhould carry them to the 


IF V3 
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ground? in a poſt chaiſe, 18 pretence 
of going toBriſtol ,--preliminaries being 
thus ſettled, we met agreeable to ap- 
pointment. --Mordens Lea one Mr. 
Macnamara, (who appeared to deſerve a 


worthierfriend)attending withthe chafſe 


at the place. —He humanely begged. to 


know, if no accommodation could be 
effected, and ſeemed concerned, when 
. my Lord 00 impoſſible. 5 
It was agreed, upon, Mr. Macnaihara 
and 1 ſhould retire and not interfere 


| till one of them fell. The ſuryivor "yas 3 
: inſtantly to make uſe of the car Tiage, 48 
for his ſafety, andthe ſeconds were Jount- 5 
Iy to offer, every : aſſiſtance to the leſs for- : 


tunate. Juſtice prevailed! after ſome tew 
paſſes on each ſide, Morden exerting 
himſelf to the utmoſt, made a, deſ- 


_ perate lunge, which ſlightly wounded 


: 3 5 Lord, but not being able to re- 


Covey 


tes. a Ss. - * pe. 
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cover himſelf, received his Lordlhip's 
blade - through his body: he could 
utter no more, than I forgive, and lan 5 
a dead man. 1 


My Lord inſtantly drove off, and we 
conveyed the wounded Morden to town, 
where he has the beſt ſurgeons to attend 
him, they brought him to himſelf, but 
think he cannot poſſibly ſurvive it. My 
Lord gave me two letters, previous 
to the meeting, directed for Lady Wil- 
ton, properly marked, that I might 
know which to deliver as the event 
ſhould turn out, the other I was to de- 
ſtroy, he moſt affectionately recommend- 
ed Lady Wilton, and his ſiſters, to my 
good offices, and as the ſtrongeſt in- 


ducement, declared he had no longer 


any objection, to the alliance of our 
common friend, with his ſiſter Louiſa. 
| 5 Lou 10 
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You will wonder I have ſaid nothing 
of Cooper, by my Lord's directions, he 
was intirely ignorant of what was going 
forward, I told him my Lord would 

be from home that evening, and 

he by that means might attend the 
Ladies! which I gequeſted him not to 

neglect; conſcious, if my Lord had 
fallen, his fraternal aſſiſtance to her 
Ladyſhip, would be moſt efficacious. 
Lady Wilton's preſent ſituation, re- 
quired the greateſt caution to beuſed : + 
We have been ſo fortunate to explain 
matters to her, without any great a- 
larm ; — ſhe is ſatisfied my Lord is well 
and ſafe:— I did not think it neceſg— 
ſary to acquaint her, with the wound 
in his arm, which my Lord as he left 

me, ſaid was a mere ſcratch. © 


A note of two lines received byi 
preſs ftom him, informs us he is . 
board 5 TE 
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board a veſſel, in which he purpoſes to - 


to go to Milford Haven, where he will 
continue incog. under the name of Fen- 
ton, till he receives advice from us. 


The compaſſion of the Ladies, 18 


naturally engaged, for the unhappy, yet 


unworthy Morden: but a proſpect 
of the future happineſs of Cooper 


and Lady Louiſa, to which there are 
now no obſtacles, will adminiſter every 


conſolation for Morden's death, and 
my Lord's temporary abſence, a dan- 


gerous proſecution not being appre- 


hended. —Need I tell you Cooper is 
out of his wits. Morden has juſt ſent 
to deſire to ſee me, in my next you 


you ſhall know on what account, 


with beſt compliments to your amiable 
wife,I am dear Featherſtone, ever yours, 


J. LAMBERT. 
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